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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: COINS AS OBJECTS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Harry E. Salyards 

In the last couple of issues of The Numismatist, my friend Larry Lee, current ANA 
Museum Curator (and ex-curator of the Byron Reed Collection at the Durham Western Heritage 
Museum in Omaha) has written of museums and colleges which have sold off portions of their 
numismatic collections. It s not a pretty story. There seems to be a widespread tendency for civic 
and institutional bureaucrats to see nothing but potential dollar signs in the coins which have been 
entrusted to them. Certainly that was the case with the portions of the Byron Reed collection 
which were sold back in 96. ( That story might be summarized as: Mayor, on advice of counsel, 
rapes collection for public auction-Proceeds to New York to be feted on the Great Occasion- 
Returns to acclaim from Moronic City Councilmen that coins did so much better than estimates! 
Well, duh!— Material that s been off the market for 100+ years usually does better than coins that 
are continually churning through one sale after another!) 

Anyway. Larry notes that among museum collections still retained, the preponderance is of 
ancient and medieval material. Early American is clearly ‘out.’ But why should this be? Why 
aren t Americans interested in the history of their own money? Or would they be, if more ‘general’ 
museums displayed it? 

I don t know the answer to that question. I do know that to mount such displays is to run 
counter to three general trends that I’ve observed in public museum practices. I call these three 
trends specialization, facsimilization, and ‘Sesame Street.’ 

Specialization, as it regards coins, tends to mean that, if you aren’t the ANS or the ANA, 
coins are irrelevant, ‘out of bounds.’ Not even state coppers in state historical societies are 
immune ! And perish the thought that the coinage in the pockets of the people who settled a state 
might have something to say about the world in which those people lived! Think of large cents 
coming west from Pennsylvania to Ohio and Indiana, or a pocketful of ‘Free Silver’ in a 
Midwestern farmer s pocket after 1878, or the Civil War era coinages of the San Francisco mint, 
remaining in circulation in that trans-Sierra world of their own! Nah. Nothing there, to the 
museum specialists. Not how they see their world— or ours. 

Facsimilization may be roughly summarized as ‘protecting the people’s treasures from the 
people. The Smithsonian is the absolute master at this. No need to display the original broadside, 
for example, when a photographic poster-style enlargement will capture the attention of even a 
second-grader. Indeed. 

And then there s Sesame Street. Not the show itself— but the thirty second attention span 
around which it s built— and the commitment to ‘interaction. ’ That’s what all the museums seem to 
want these days: interactive exhibits. Well friends, if push-button video is mandatory, then coins 
are dead in the water. Unless we want Miss Liberty jumping off the coin to take us on a Disney- 
style tour of the first Philadelphia mint, no doubt assisted by Donald Duck in his own leather 
apron, on which he polishes that copper planchet before feeding it into the press. 

But are coins r gally dead in the water, as items of general museum interest? I don’t think 
so. I think that all the interest in the State Quarters program belies that. I think the general public’s 
interest in coin exhibits at major numismatic shows belies that. I think the enduring public 
fascination with ‘old and valuable coins,’ however over simplistic, belies that. But it will take a 
new breed of museum curators— and more widely inclusive institutional mission statements— before 
we see our favorite coins on display at our hometown museums. 
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2b or not 2b - That is the Question 
or 

Is This Coin a 1796 C2b? 

Frank Wilkinson 

In 1951 Robert Schonwalter recognized a 1796 half cent from MacAusland as having 
been struck from a cut down cent. He bought the coin, and it is the only heavy-weight 
specimen of the variety known to me. It weighs 105 grains. There are a small number of 
normal-wieght specimens of the variety showing large cent undertype. 

The question before us is: Should this specimen be accorded sub-variety status? 

I am inclined to say, “No.” for the following reasons. 

• This is not a new die variety according to any proper definition of die variety. 
The obverse and reverse dies are the same as the 1796 C2. Nor is there a 
variation in the dies used on the third side of the coin, the edge. 

• This coin differs from other 1796 C2’s only by what the planchet was in its 
previous life. If we could discern the outline of a copper nail, or a copper button, 
these would be fascinating coins. People who collect fascinating half cents would 
want them, but these also would not merit sub-variety status. Shortly after the 
Breen book came out in 1984, Roger Cohen noticed how many sub- varieties 
Walter had listed. It was at this point that Roger realized he had erred in listing 
1795 C5 and C6 as having two sub-varieties. He had planned to de-list the 1795 
C5b and 1795 C6b from the next edition of his book. 

• On the other hand, Roger Cohen wanted to own this coin. 

This is the first time, to my knowledge, that this coin has been plated publicly. It is my 
opinion that the undertype on the face of Miss Liberty is from the neck of a Cap cent. If 
you have another idea for the origin of the undertype, please contact me. 

Please Note: I have no financial interest in this, or any other coins, in the Schonwalter 
estate. Nor do I know anything about when these coins will be for sale, if they will be 
sold at auction or fixed prices, or who will be selling them. 

Frank Wilkinson 
19 Hoinski Way 
Ansonia, CT 06401 
203-734-2031 
fwilkinsonl@earthlink.net 


For those of you who never met Bob Schonwalter, you missed a true gentleman of the old 
school. He was fairly short, had white hair even when I first met him in 1976 when Bob 
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was in his 60’ s, and was a great numismatist. He started early in half cents, and by the 
time of the Williams sale in 1950, he was a serious collector. His only regret was not 
getting the ’96 No Pole from the Williams sale. But the coins he did get there and at 
other places were legendary: a Fine or better 1794 Clb, an EF 1794 C3a, a VF 1794 C8, 
a VG 1795 C2b, the 1796 described above, a very attractive 1802 Cl in VG, a VF 1805 
C2 with a scratch, nice examples of 1811 including the finest known with the two star 
break, the finest by far of the 1826 with the two star break, a VF 1831 Original, and a 
stunning 1832 Cl. He had most of the other varieties in more than presentable grade. 

At some point in the 1950’s or 60’ s he started collecting ancients, an area in which I have 
an IQ of approximately zero. My understanding is that the ancients he bought are even 
better than his half cents. 

In 1990 I flew east from Indiana to photograph the half cents at both the ANS and the 
Smithsonian. Lanny Reinhardt was my guide, chauffer, and all-around good pal for 
about a week. We had dinner with Bob at the New York City Coin Club in a really 
swank area of New York City on Friday evening. Before the meeting, Bob asked John 
Kleeberg of the ANS if Lanny and I could drop by the ANS the next afternoon to 
photograph the half cents in the ANS. John said sure. We had a little trouble finding the 
place so we were a bit late. It turns out that we were there all afternoon-as if a working 
stiff has nothing better in New York City on a Saturday afternoon to do than to make sure 
these guests of the ANS didn’t walk away with the Society’s coins. The point is, we 
were friends of Bob Schonwalter, the BIG favor was granted, and we were able to 
photograph all of the great half cents in the ANS. 

A few days later Lanny Reinhardt and I were in Bob’s “apartment” in Fort Lee, NJ. (I 
am sure he owned this condo). It was something like 25 to 45 floors up and overlooked 
all of Manhattan. Lanny mentioned something about the view of the Bicentennial flotilla. 
Bob said he had invited all his friends and family up. So, you get the idea that the condo 
was pricey, maybe even into seven figures. Lanny was continuously impressed the whole 
time we were there. We then mentioned that a certain collector simultaneously had 
owned three, possibly four, 1796 No Pole half cents. Bob’s response was classic, “Gee, 
he must be rich!” 

I miss Mr. Schonwalter a great deal. And pity is, it’s only after his death that I live so 
close to where he lived. 

If there is ever a Hall of Fame for half cent numismatists, I would nominate Bob 
Schonwalter for inclusion. 




- 232 - 


Cent Distribution and Demand, 1816-1825 

Ron Manley 

Large cents were struck each and every year from 1793 to 1857 — except one. No, not 
1815. Although no cents bear that date, cents were coined in December 1815 (7). The date I’m 
referring to is 1823. Why were no cents struck in 1823? Could it be because there were no 
planchets available; no demand; no dies? Keep reading, and learn the answer to this intriguing 
question. 

Discussion 

On June 10, 1816, U.S. Treasurer Thomas T. Tucker appointed Mint Treasurer James 
Rush his “Agent for the distribution of copper coins from the Mint” (2). Rush regularly wrote 
Tucker to report cent distributions made over various periods within the year. These have been 
summarized in Table 2 and compared with delivery warrants to calculate cents “on hand” from 
1816-1825 in Table 1. 


Table 1. Cent coinage statistics, 1816-1825 



Planchets Rec’d 

Reported 

Spoiled 

Cents Cents On Hand 

Uncoined Planchets 

Year 

by Coiner 

Mintage 

Planchets 

Distributed 

@ End of Yr. 

@ End of Yr. a 

1816 

2,823,154 

2,820,982 

2,172 

2,820,982 

0 

0 

1817 

4,232,116 

3,948,400 

6,716 

4,225,400 b 

277,000 d 

0 

1818 

3,864,459 

3,167,000 

2,292 

2,890,000° 

l,034,500 d 

972,167 

1819 

1,709,916 

2,671,000 

11,083 

963,500 

1,707,500 

0 

1820 

4,415,404 

4,407,550 

7,854 

3,282,050 

2,833,000 

0 

1821 

3,885,423 

389,000 

0 

1,444,000 

1,778,000 

3,496,423 

1822 

0 

2,072,339 

19,418 

1,355,900 

2,494,439 

1,404,666 

1823 

0 

0 

0 

1,225,000 

1,269,439 

1,404,666 

1824 

0 

1,262,000 

0 

1,547,500 

983,939 

142,666 

1825 

2,339,458 

1,461,000 

0 

1,949,625 

495,314 

1,021,124 

Totals 

23,269,930 

22.199.271 

49.535 

21,703.957 




a In Coiner’s department; b Through 1/16/1818; c Through 3/03/1819; d Estimated. 


1816 

Five tons of Boulton planchets received in December 1815 were used to strike 465,500 
cents. The planchets were immediately put to press but the official delivery warrant was dated 
February 27, 1816. Some have speculated that these coins were pre-dated 1816 but all evidence 
presented to date indicates they were dated 1814 instead (J). Twenty tons of additional Boulton 
planchets were received in June, followed by a five-ton shipment from Belles & Harrold that 
arrived in October ( 1 ). These planchets were used to strike 2,355,482 cents, all included in a 
delivery warrant dated December 30. 
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In a letter to Tucker dated September 30, 1816, Rush described the demand for cents 
as “being so very urgent” (2). On December 23rd, he wrote: “The whole stock of copper is 
now coined, so that no more cents can be issued until more copper is received from England, 
which will probably not be before next spring” (2). 

1817 

In a letter to Elisha Boudinot dated April 12, 1 817, Mint Director Robert Patterson wrote 
that “on the subject of cents, I can only inform you that we have none at present in the mint but 
are in daily expectation of a fresh supply of copper, after which the coinage will be immediately 
recommenced” (2). On October 6, Rush informed Tucker that “not having had a stock of copper 
on hand, we were not enabled to begin the coinage of cents until the latter end of May [1817] 
( 2 ). 

1818 

On January 18, 1818, Rush wrote Tucker that “the demand for copper coins is still 
considerable; we have coined all the stock of copper we had on hand, and although we have 
written for more, are doubtful whether we shall be supplied [quickly]” (2). Every cent the Mint 
had struck had been shipped by the time Rush wrote his letter. The Mint distributed 4,225,400 
cents between June 1, 1817 and January 16, 1818. I concluded from my earlier study that these 
were all dated 1817 (4). The next distribution period Rush reported began June 15, 1818. 
Clearly, cent coinage had recommenced shortly before that date. These, I believe, were the first 
cents dated 1818. Thus, the 1818-dated mintage likely totaled 2,890,000 cents, delivered the last 
quarter of 1818 under Warrants # 99 and 100. The last of these had left the Mint by January 3, 
1819 (see Table 2). 

1819 

In just over three years, nearly 1 0 million cents had been put into circulation. This large 
quantity probably was sufficient to meet most needs of commerce. For comparison, about the 
same number were coined from 1803-1814. As a result, demand for cents began to fall. The 
first 963,500 cents struck in 1819 were delivered under Warrant #101 and distributed between 
March 19 and August 23 of that year. In his letter to U.S. Treasurer Tucker dated August 23, 
1819, James Rush observed that “we have just received a fresh supply of copper so that the 
coinage thereof, which had been discontinued for a short time, will now be soon resumed (2). 
The cents in this distribution period could have been struck in just three months using a single 
press averaging 13,000 cents/day. Since there was a significant interruption in coinage before 
new planchets were received, it is possible that the first three or four 1819-dated die varieties 
struck (mintage 963,500 cents) can be identified. This mintage may well have consisted of the 
varieties John Wright proposed as first struck (1 819 Nl, N2, N9, and N10) (5). 

1820 

In his report to Tucker dated April 13, 1820, Rush noted that “We have a large quantity of 
coined cents on hand, but the demand for them is very small” (2). He added in his letter to 
Tucker dated September 30: “The demand for copper coins during the whole of this year [1820] 
and especially during the last six months, has been so very small... I have now a large quantity 
laying on hand for distribution. It is not likely that the demand for copper will increase until next 
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spring” (2). Later that year, Rush warned: “But for some time past, the application for these 
coins to any considerable amount, has greatly declined so that the amount in our vaults [as of 
October 6, 1820] exceeds $40,000 — and as the coinage still continues, this amount is daily 
increasing” (2). By the end of 1820, the Mint had “on hand” over 2.8 million cents. Clearly, this 
enormous inventory is the reason why only 389,000 cents were struck in 1821. 

Rush penned another letter to Tucker on December 28, 1820: “I have received from the 
Coiner $15,840.50 [the cents delivered in Warrant #104] — which I have not carried into account 
as yet. We have coined all the copper we had at the mint; so that no more will be coined until we 
receive a fresh supply from Europe; which will probably be in the ensuing spring” (2). This letter 
indicated that none of the 1,584,050 cents in Warrant #104 had left the Mint by the end of 1820. 
Demand for cents at this time was so small that none of the cents inWarrant #104 would be 
delivered before the last quarter of 1 821 ! This information supports my earlier analysis in which I 
concluded that most (if not all) of the 1,584,050 cents in Warrant #104 were pre-dated 1821 ( 4 ). 
Surely the Mint had realized that decreased demand for cents meant its large inventory in 1 820 
would not be enter circulation until well into 1821 — and planned accordingly. 

1821 

In a letter dated March 31, 1821, Rush reminded Tucker that “There has been very little 
demand for copper coins for some time past; whether it will now become greater, is to be 
seen” (2). Rush made no further comments to Tucker regarding demand (or lack thereof ) for 
copper coins. Nonetheless, the Mint distributed a total of 1,444,000 cents in 1821. Of these, 
probably 875,000 were dated 1820. The 1,584,050 cents delivered under Warrant #104 (dated 
December 20, 1820) left the Mint beginning in the last quarter of 1821. The 389,000 cents 
actually struck in 1821 did not leave the Mint before the first quarter of 1823. I believe it likely 
that these 389,000 cents were pre-dated 1822 ( 4 ). 

1822 

This year began with nearly 3.5 million cent planchets in the Coiner’s department. There 
were also almost 1.8 million coined cents in Mint vaults ready for distribution, including 389,000 
possibly pre-dated 1822, officially delivered on the last day of 1821 under Warrant #105. All 
2,072,339 cents officially reported for 1822 were included in Warrant #106, dated November 15. 
Although over 1.35 million cents left the Mint in 1822 (most dated 1821), the number remaining 
in its vaults at the end of the year swelled to almost 2.5 million. 

1823 

No cents were included in the 1823 Mint Report. This was not due to an oversight but 
because none were coined that year (6). Were none struck because of a lack of cent planchets? 
No. At the end of 1822, the Coiner had 1.4 million uncoined planchets ready for press. Was it 
because there were no available obverse dies? No. Two were used to strike the varieties bearing 
this date: 1823 N1 (an 1823/22 overdate) and 1823 N2 (a normal date) — but they were likely 
saved until 1825 ( 7 ). However, at the end of 1822, the Mint had almost 2.5 million cents “on 
hand” (equivalent to the combined cent mintage for 1821-1822). This huge inventory of cents in 
its vaults is clearly the reason why the Mint coined no large cents in 1823. Over 1.2 million 
cents were distributed in 1823, most (or all) dated 1822. 
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Table 2. Cents Deliveries and Distributions, 1816-1825 (2, 6 ) 


Date of Record 

Warrant # 

Cents Delivered 

Distribution Period 

Cents Distributed 

Feb. 27, 1816 

94 

465,500 

2/03/1816-2/26/1816 

465,500 

Dec. 30, 1816 

95 

2,355,482 

9/30/1816 - 12/20/1816 

2,355,482 



2,820,982 


2,820,982 

Sept. 30, 1817 

96 

1,883,400 

6/01/1817-10/06/1817 

1,883,400 

Dec. 31, 1817 

97 

2,065,000 

10/06/1817 - 1/16/1818 

2,342,000 

Jan. 16, 1818 

98 

277,000 

4,225,400 


4,225,400 

Nov. 30, 1818 

99 

1,855,500 

6/15/1818-3/03/1819 

2,890,000 

Dec. 31, 1818 

100 

1,034,500 

2,890,000 


2,890,000 

Aug. 23, 1819 

101 

963,500 

3/19/1819-8/23/1819 

963,500 

Dec. 31, 1819 

102 

1,707,500 

1/01/1820 -4/13/1820 

1,211,500 



2,671,000 


2,175,000 

Aug. 23, 1 820 

103 

2,823,500 

4/20/1820 - 9/30/1820 

702,000 


2,823,500 

10/01/1820 - 12/28/1820 

1,368,550 




1/01/1821 - 3/31/1821 

232,000 




4/01/1821 -6/30/1821 

326,000 




7/01/1821 -9/30/1821 

317,000 

2,945,550 

Dec. 24, 1820 

104 

1,584,050 

10/01/1821 - 12/31/1821 

569,000 



1,584,050 

1/01/1822 - 3/31/1822 

443,100 




4/01/1822 -6/30/1822 

516,300 




7/01/1822 -9/30/1822 

149,500 




1/01/1822 - 12/31/1822 

247,000 

1,924,900 

Dec. 31, 1821 

105 

389,000 

1/01/1823 - 3/31/1823 

105,000 



389,000 


105,000 

Nov. 15, 1822 

106 

2,072,339 

4/01/1823 - 6/30/1823 

373,000 



2,072,339 

7/01/1823 - 9/30/1823 

271,000 




10/01/1823 - 12/31/1823 

476,000 




1/01/1824 - 3/31/1824 

131,000 




4/01/1824-6/30/1824 

394,000 




7/01/1824 - 9/30/1824 

383,000 

2,028,000 

Dec. 31, 1824 

107 

1,262,000 

10/01/1824 - 12/31/1824 

639,500 



1,262,000 

1/01/1825 - 3/31/1825 

86,000 




4/01/1825 -6/30/1825 

732,000 

1,457,500 
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Table 2 (continued) 


Date of Record Warrant# 

Cents Delivered 

Distribution Period 

Cents Distributed 

Sept. 30, 1825 

108 

330,000 

7/01/1825 - 9/30/1825 

454,625 


330,000 


454,625 

Dec. 31, 1825 

109 

1,131,000 

10/01/1825 - 12/31/1825 

677,000 



1,131,000 


677,000 

Totals (1816-1825) 


22,199,271 


21,703,957 


1824 

With almost 1.3 million cents still “on hand” at the start of 1824, the Mint was able to 
meet the demand for copper coins (which remained low) without recommencing coinage until late 
in the year. The evidence for this is that the only 1 824 delivery warrant issued for cents is dated 
December 31. In the first three quarters of the year, the Mint distributed 908,000 cents. These 
had been struck in 1822 and were therefore almost certainly dated 1822. No cents were likely 
struck in 1824 before September. Most of the 1824-dated coinage had left the Mint by the first 
half of 1825. Based upon my earlier statistical analysis of survivors, I believe no 1823-dated cents 
were struck in 1824 (7). 

1825 

At the beginning of 1825, the Mint had almost a million cents ready for shipment in its 
vaults. The 330,000 cents delivered under Warrant #108 could have been (and probably were) 
struck in September 1825 using a single press, striking an average of 13,000 cents/day. The large 
backlog of cents meant that no reason existed at this time to use two presses for coining cents. I 
believe the cents delivered under Warrant #108 included the two 1823-dated varieties. I have 
previously discussed my evidence and rationale for this conclusion (7). If true, the 1823-dated 
cents probably entered circulation in the third quarter of 1825. The first cents dated 1825 then 
likely were minted in September. This year also saw the first half cents coined since 1811. None, 
however, were distributed until after March 1826 (5). 
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New Jersey Coppers, Part 58: Maris 52-i, 53-j, 54-k, 55-1 and 55-m 

Ray Williams 

It was great seeing many of you at the C4 meeting at ANA NYC. I’m sorry I couldn’t attend the 
EAC meeting but my schedule had me traveling out of state that day. There were many nice colonials on the 
bourse floor. The few NJ coppers I saw that I needed were way out of my price range. There was a 
beautiful Maris 8-F bargain priced at $375,000 but alas, I was a few dollars short. Thinking about the price 
of coins, it is possible to have a lot of fun with colonials without having to mortgage the house. I’m rather 
proud of what I’ve acquired on a limited budget. The secret is to determine what you can comfortably spend 
on coins and then buy the best you can. My last NJ copper acquisition was at the ANA and it was a holed 
56-n, no visible undertype and it was a gift from a friend. If you can get enough friends like that. . . 

I don’t believe the next issue of Penny Wise will be in your hands before the C4 Convention this 
Fall. The event will be at the Radison Hotel November 14 thru 17 in Boston. It’s the same venue as last 
year. As I’m writing this, educational events and speakers are being arranged. More info can be obtained at 
www.colonialcoins.org . If you haven’t attended a C4 Convention, you owe it to yourself! 

Keeping on schedule for this census, we’ll be looking at the next five varieties that were not already 
analyzed by John Griffee. John is still hard at work with his research on St Patrick Farthings and we are all 
anticipating his publication on this topic in the not too distant future. Like a number of you, my obsession 
with NJ Coppers is because of John Griffee and his influence on me in 1991. Getting back to NJ’s, let’s 
look at the next five varieties. . . 


MARIS 52-i; Rarity 3 




The Maris 52-i is not a variety you run across 
often. Dr. Maris thought it was common but time has 
proved different. The 52 obverse and i reverse are 
only known in this pairing. This is a 1787 straight 
beam obverse, the second 7 in the date is low, the S in 
CAESAREA is high, the left ear points to the left side 
of the C and the right ear points between the C and A. 
Walter Breen points out that this reverse is similar in 
style to reverses J, L, T, U and d. 


The shield is medium, outlined and not symmetrical. The sinister point is much lower than the dexter point 
and the chief azure lines slope up to the right and are not perpendicular to the pales. This is a rarity 3 
variety. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

52-i 

M Kieiman 

UNC 

B&M Dodson Lot 3227; S Sherr 

52-i 

Pacific Northwest 

AU+ 

Terranova; Naftzger; J W Garrett; 

Maris Plate Coin 


Collector 


Dr. Maris; Wyllys Betts 

52-i 

Eastern Collector 

AU 


52-i 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i 

R Moore 

EF 

Whitlow 

52-i 

E Kucia 

EF 

D Valenziano 

52-i 

J Lorenzo 

EF 

Griffee privately 

52-i 

S Martin 

EF 

American Heritage Mint 

52-i 

B Patton 

EF 


52-i 

S Peck 

EF 

B&M 11/89 Lot 1623; H Rescigno 
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Maris # Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

52-i Unknown 

EF 

A Pietri; T Rinaldo 

52-i Ocean NJ Collector 

VF+ 


52-i J Pacy 

VF+ 

B&M 3/92 Lot 1404 

52-i Henderson TX 

VF+ 

Frontenac Lot 381; Stack's 3/94 

Collection 


Lot 356: R Smith 

52-i David M 

VF+ 

B&M Taylor Lot 2240 

52-i L Terrell 

VF+ 

M&G Barnes Lot 399 

52-i D Wierzba 

VF+ 

Griffee privately; Valenziano 

52-i CA Collector #3 

VF 


52-i R Hulbert 

VF 

T Reynolds 

52-i Northeastern Collector 

VF 


52-i R August 

VF 


52-i KS Collector #1 

VF 


52-i G Lyman 

VF 

B&M 

52-i G Lyman 

VF 

Fitzgerald 

52-i F McGrath 

VF 


52-i M Michel 

VF 

G Trudgen privately 

52-i DTownson 

VF 


52-i Noted Midwest 
Collector 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

52-i D Palmer 

VF 

B&M Schenkel Lot 3594 

52-i NY Collector #4 

VF 


52-i K Schlemmer 

VF 

Barnes privately 

52-i K Schlemmer 

VF 

Tower Coins 

52-i C Schettino 

VF 

Stack's 6/97, Oechsner Lot 1293 

52-i S Tanenbaum 

VF 


52-i M Wierzba 

VF 

D Wierzba, M&G Barnes Lot 401 

52-i R Williams 

VF 

M&G 11/01 Lot 245 

52-i R Williams 

VF 

1991 GSNA Auction Lot 283 

52-i R Connell 

F+ 


52-i NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i J Keesing 

F 

T Rinaldo 

52-i F McGrath 

F 


52-i S Schaffer 

F 

CG 7/93 Lot 2004 

52-i C Young 

F 

D Redding 

52-i NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i R Blaha 

VG 


52-i F McGrath 

G+ 


52-i P Scherff 

G+ 

S Hayden 

52-i NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 

52-i ANS 

UNK 


52-i Nwk Museum 

UNK 


52-i CSL 

UNK 



Comments 


Porous 


triple struck 


Bent 


] 
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Maris 53-i; Rarity 4 



Next is the Maris 53-j which is a 1787 
curved beam obverse with a large period 
after the legend. The C in the legend is 
positioned between the ears. The j reverse 
has a shield with pales of four and small 
sprigs below the shield. There appears to 
be just two known uncirculated examples- 
the Spiro coin and the Parmelee/Bushnell 
coin. This variety seems slightly scarcer 
than the Maris 52-i and a rarity 4 seems 
appropriate. 



The 53 obverse is only seen in this pairing while the j reverse is also known in the ultra rare 27-j variety. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

53-j 

R Moore 

AU 

Stack's 1/01 Lot 151; J W Garrett 

Maris Plate Coin 




Lot 1451; Maris Lot 451 

53-j 

Unknown 

AU 

A Pietri; T Rinaldo 

53-j 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

53-j 

Henderson TX 

EF+ 

T Rinaldo 


Collection 



53-j 

R August 

VF+ 


53-j 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

Rosa Americana FPL #8 Lot 204 

53-j 

C Schettino 

VF+ 

RM Smythe Auction 9/95 

53-j 

E Kucia 

VF+ 

Valenziano; Ryder Sale 1 1/90 Lot 




5475 

53-j 

Maine Collector #1 

VF 

D Sonderman 

53-j 

Pacific Northwest 

VF 

Terranova; Stack's 1/00 Lot 128 


Collector 



53-j 

David M 

VF 


53-j 

G Lyman 

VF 

Stack's 

53-j 

T Madigan 

VF 


53-j 

Henderson TX 

VF 

T Rinaldo 


Collection 



53-j 

Noted Midwest 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


Collector 



53-j 

S Peck 

VF 

M&G 1 0/96 Lot 80; Scott Barnes 

53-j 

S Tanenbaum 

VF 


53-j 

NY Collector #4 

F+ 


53-j 

H Pietila 

F+ 

M&G 1/97 

53-j 

E Stecewicz 

F+ 


53-j 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F+ 


53-j 

M Wierzba 

F+ 

D Wierzba, ex Sage 

53-j 

R Williams 

F+ 

Griffee privately, EAN 11/82 Lot 84 

53-j 

R Hulbert 

F 

D Mituzas 

53-j 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


53-j 

S Martin 

F 

Mt Holly Coin Club 

53-j 

D Palmer 

F 


53-j 

C Young 

F 

Stack's 1/92 Lot 125 

53-j 

K Schlemmer 

F 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

53-j 

S Schaffer 

F 


53-j 

L Terrell 

F 

M Bristow 

53-j 

F McGrath 

VG+ 


53-j 

M Mayhugh 

VG+ 

Rosa Americana FPL #9 Lot 300 

53-j 

R Connell 

VG 


53-j 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

53-j 

NJ Collector #4 

VG 


53-j 

J Keesing 

VG 

T Rinaldo 

53-j 

K Beukelaer 

VG 


53-j 

J Lorenzo 

VG 

D Mituzas 

53-j 

G Lyman 

VG 


53-j 

F McGrath 

VG 


2 coins 

53-j 

P Scherff 

G 


53-j 

F McGrath 

G 


53-j 

NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 

53-j 

D Townson 

G 


53-j 

Nwk Museum 

UNK 


53-j 

ANS 

UNK 



Maris 54-k; Rarity 3 

“Serpent Head” is the name given to the Maris 54-k. 
This Red Book type coin is very recognizable by the 
amateurish engraving of the horse head. The neck is long and 
thin and the bust looks as though the engraver started to cut it 
and then stopped. Maybe a little too much brandy was 
available that day... Surely this animal should be rising out of 
Loch Ness and not be running in the Kentucky Derby! The 
reverse k has an outline to the shield, pales of three, pales are 
not perpendicular to the chief azure lines. Once you’ve seen 
this coin, you’ll be able to “recognize it across the room”. Having said that, it still amazes me at what some 
Ebay sellers call a Serpent Head! I see no reason here to make any changes in the rarity 3 traditionally given 
this variety. 



Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

54-k 

Noted Midwest 
Collector 

UNC 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


54-k 

R August 

UNC 



54-k 

J Lorenzo 

AU 

B&M 9/85 Lot 1822; Herb Melnick 
7/83 Lot 594 


54-k 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 


54-k 

G Webb 

EF 

M&G 10/95 Lot 88; J Griffee; B&M 
11/90 Lot 5596; C Schenkel; B&M 
3/90 Lot 1252; Boyd; Ryder; 
Crosby; Parmelee 


54-k 

J Pacy 

EF 

T Rinaldo 7/92 FPL Lot 36 


54-k 

G Lyman 

EF 

EAN 


54-k 

D S 

EF 

T Rinaldo; Steinberg Lot 138 


54-k 

Scott A 

EF 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

54-k 

Unknown 

VF+ 

A Pietri; J Kern 

54-k 

Noted Midwest 

VF+ 



Collector 



54-k 

NH Collector #1 

VF+ 


54-k 

C Schettino 

VF 

D Mituzas '92 FPL 

54-k 

R Moore 

VF 

T Rinaldo 

54-k 

M Mayhugh 

VF 

T Rinaldo 

54-k 

David M 

VF 


54-k 

G Lyman 

VF 

B Schonwalter 

54-k 

E Kucia 

VF 

D Valenziano 

54-k 

F McGrath 

VF 


2 coins 

54-k 

S Peck 

VF 

M Ringo 

54-k 

K Schlemmer 

VF 

H Rescigno privately 

54-k 

P Scherff 

VF 


54-k 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VF 

Stack's 12/86 Lot 1357 

54-k 

S Tanenbaum 

VF 


54-k 

L Terrell 

VF 


54-k 

D Townson 

VF 


54-k 

D Wierzba 

VF 

Kingswood Dartmouth Lot 7235 

54-k 

Maine Collector #1 

F+ 

N Pullen 

54-k 

D Palmer 

F+ 

B Kesse; B Anton 

54-k 

S Tanenbaum 

F+ 


54-k 

S Schaffer 

F 


54-k 

K Schlemmer 

F 

Ebay 

54-k 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


54-k 

CSL 

F 


54-k 

NY Collector #4 

F 


54-k 

L Shane 

F 

Numismatic Treasures 

54-k 

L Terrell 

F 


54-k 

D Townson 

F 


54-k 

R Williams 

F 

B Vlack 

54-k 

D Palmer 

VG+ 

M Ringo 

54-k 

M Wierzba 

VG 

D Wierzba 

54-k 

C Young 

VG 

L Briggs 

54-k 

Todd G 

VG 


54-k 

Leesburg VA Collection 

VG 


54-k 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

54-k 

NJ Collector #4 

VG 


54-k 

R Connell 

VG 


54-k 

R Hulbert 

G+ 

D Mituzas 

54-k 

D Gladfelter 

G 

Bowers 1984 

54-k 

Todd G 

G 


54-k 

KS Collector #1 

G 


54-k 

K Schlemmer 

G 

M Singer 

54-k 

NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 

54-k 

T Benford 

AG 


54-k 

F McGrath 

F 


plugged 

54-k 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

edge cut 

54-k 

ANS 

UNK 


4 coins 
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Maris 55-1: Rarity 5 


The Maris 55-1 has been nick-named the 
“PLURIRUS” variety because of the appearance of the 
broken “B” punch. The 55 obverse is a 1787 straight 
beam with knob handles. The left ear points between 
the “C” and the “A”, while the right ear points to the 
“E”. On the reverse shield, the middle point is shifted 
too far to the right with respect to the other two points, 
pales of 3. This variety is the scarcest of those being 
looked at today, and stays a rarity 5. 



s# 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

55-1 

Eastern Collection 

EF+ 


55-1 

CA Collector #3 

EF 


55-1 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

55-1 

R August 

VF+ 


55-1 

Noted Midwest 
Collector 

F+ 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

55-1 

D Palmer 

F+ 

B&M 3/92 Lot 1568; H Garrett 

55-1 

R Moore 

F 

C Young 

55-1 

Northeastern Collector 

F 


55-1 

David M 

F 

Kagin’s 5/88 Lot 1024 

55-1 

R Connell 

F 


55-1 

C Schettino 

F 

Stack's 6/97 Oechsner Lot 1295 

55-1 

S Tanenbaum 

F 


55-1 

L Terrell 

F 

Coin Galleries 

55-1 

J Lorenzo 

F 

Taylor Lot 2243 

55-1 

F McGrath 

F 


55-1 

NY Collector #4 

F 


55-1 

K Schlemmer 

F 

N Peters 

55-1 

S Schaffer 

F 


55-1 

D Wierzba 

F 


55-1 

R Williams 

VG+ 

Beymer 

55-1 

M Michel 

VG+ 

T Rinaldo 12/90 FPL #36 

55-1 

G Lyman 

VG 

Stack's 

55-1 

J Keesing 

VG 

T Rinaldo 

55-1 

M Michel 

VG 

Griffee privately; M Ringo 

55-1 

D Palmer 

VG 

D Mituzas 

55-1 

S Schaffer 

VG 

T Rinaldo 

55-1 

P Scherff 

VG 

T Rinaldo 

55-1 

L Terrell 

VG 

M&G Barnes Lot 408; B&M 6/84 
Lot 3231; S Sherr 

55-1 

C Young 

VG 


55-1 

P Scherff 

G+ 


55-1 

Ocean NJ Collector 

G+ 

B&M 1/86 Lot 1291 

55-1 

ANS 

UNK 


55-1 

Nwk Museum 

UNK 



Comments 


Die Crack "A" to Nose 


2 Coins 


Called VG in Catalog 
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Maris 55-m: Rarity 4 




The Maris 55-m is a very desirable coin due to the prominent 2 nd “U” 
engraved over a “S” in the “PLURIBUS”. The original spelling was 
“PLURIBS”, but the error was corrected in time. On reverse p, the “PLURIBS” 
spelling was never corrected. The “U” over “S” is visible even on the lowest 
condition coins. . 


There is something about errors on 
coins that make them desirable. This 
variety is slightly more common than 
the 55-1 and a rarity 4 it stays. 



Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

55-m 

David M 

AU 

H Garrett Lot 1409; J W Garrett Lot 




1453; Dr Maris Lot 454 

55-m 

CA Collector #3 

EF 

Spiro 

55-m 

R August 

EF 


55-m 

NJHS 

EF/AU 

Frederick Canfield 

55-m 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

Stack's 3/94 Lot 354; R Smith; 




Frontenac Lot 192; Spiro Lot 1567 

55-m 

Unknown 

VF+ 

A Pietri; T Rinaldo 

55-m 

NY Collector #4 

VF+ 


55-m 

Pacific Northwest 

VF+ 

Stack's 3/00 Lot 1094; G Perkins; 


Collector 


Griffee Lot 90; Frontenac Lot 193; 




Boyd, Ryder, Brand; Hall: Hays 

55-m 

M Mayhugh 

VF 


55-m 

J Lorenzo 

VF 

B&M Saccone Lot 1628; Harry 




Resigno 

55-m 

T Madigan 

VF 

M Bristow 

Very Porous 

55-m 

K Schlemmer 

VF 

Ebay 

55-m 

G Webb 

VF 

Kingswood 7/93 Lot 6886; J Rock 




FPL 7/92 Lot 129; Stack's 6/91 Lot 




1320; Hessberg 

55-m 

R Williams 

VF 

R Feuer; Griffee privately; D 




Mituzas 

55-m 

L Terrell 

F+ 

M&G Barnes Lot 410; B&M 9/95 




Lot 3171 

55-m 

R Moore 

F+ 

T Rinaldo 

55-m 

KS Collector #1 

F+ 


55-m 

M Wierzba 

F+ 

M&G Barnes Lot 409 

55-m 

G Lyman 

F 

J Rock 

55-m 

R Connell 

F 


55-m 

David M 

F 

Kagin’s 5/87 Lot 2354 


- 244 - 


Maris # Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

55-m C Young 

F 

T Reynolds 


55-m S Martin 

F 

Heller 


55-m F McGrath 

F 



55-m P Scherff 

F 



55-m Maine Collector #1 

F 

D Sonderman 


55-m S Tanenbaum 

VG+ 



55-m Ocean NJ Collector 

VG+ 

D Sonderman 


55-m C Schettino 

VG 



55-m R Blaha 

VG 



55-m NJ Collector #4 

VG 



55-m NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 


55-m ANA 

VG 



55-m D Palmer 

VG 



55-m NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 


55-m Todd G 

AG 



55-m ANS 

UNK 


2 coins 


I was going to cover the Maris 56-n in this issue, but because of the number of coins to be cataloged 
time did not permit completion on time. We will take a look at this common variety in the next installment. 


There are a number of each of the featured varieties whose locations are unknown to me, as follows: 


52-i 

AU 

Mass Historical Society 

54-k 

UNC 

Maris plate 


EF 

Bareford; Spiro 


AU 

Norweb 


EF 

Norweb 


AU 

J W Garrett 





AU 

Frontenac 

53-j 

UNC 

Spiro 

55-1 

UNC 

Mills 


UNC 

Bushnell 


UNC 

Earle 


UNC 

Parmelee 


EF+ 

Picker; Garrett; Maris 


EF 

Cohen 


EF 

Spiro 





VF+ 

Frontenac 

55-m 

EF+ 

Norweb 





EF 

Stickney 





Well, that’s it until next issue. I hope these articles are of use to you for research purposes. 
Before an auction, do you pull out these census reports and make educated decisions about how you’ll bid? 
Do you take your coins out of the safe deposit box and see where they fit among the other coins listed here? 
I would enjoy hearing how you use these articles and what you think of them. If you know the whereabouts 
of any significant coins missing from this census, please let me know. In the November Penny Wise, we’ll 
be looking at Maris 56-n, 58-n, 59-o, 60-p, 61-p, 62-q and 62-r. If there are any of you that need to update 
your inventories for me, please do so soon. Have FUN! 


Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 609-587-5929 


njraywms@optonline.net 


sic************ 
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COLLECTING U.S. HALF CENTS BY DATE OR MAJOR VARIETY 


Jim McGuigan 

Editor’s Note : The following article is reprinted with permission from The September 2000 CDN 
Monthly Supplement, copyright 2002 CDN, Inc., Published by The Coin Dealer Newsletter, 
P.O. Box 7939, Torrance, CA 90504. www.greysheet.com 


Collecting U. S. Half Cents 
by Date or Major Variety 

by James R. McGuigan 

It has been 19 years since the last analysis of U. S. Half Cents in the 
Coin Dealer Newsletter (see "Half Cent Analysis” by Jack Beymer, CDN 
Monthly Summary, November 1981). Since then there have been two major 
books published on the series, namely Roger S. Cohen, American Half 
Cents, 2 nd Edition, 1982 and Walter Breen, Encyclopedia of United States Half 
Cents, 1983, which provided updated rarity and condition census informa- 
tion on the various die varieties. Additionally, a number of significant old- 
time collections of Half Cents, such as those belonging to Loye L. Lauder 
(William Doyle Galleries, 1983), Mrs. R. Henry Norweb (Bowers & Merena, 
1987), James A. Stack (Stack's, 1989), Roger S. Cohen (Superior, 1992), and 
Louis E. Eliasberg (Bowers & Merena, 1996) have been dispersed. Finally, 
the establishment of third-party grading services (e. g., ANACS, ICG, 
SEGS, NGC, and PCGS) and significantly higher prices for high quality 
coins have brought a lot of high-grade Half Cents into the marketplace. 
These events have generated a lot of new information that can be used in 
updating Jack Beymer's 1981 CDN article on Half Cents. 

The discussion will focus on the availability of high grade (i. e., 
condition census) examples of each of the business strike dates and major 
varieties listed in the "Redbook" (R. S. Yeoman, A Guidebook of United 
States Coins, 52 nd Edition), excluding the proofs, which were examined in 
my October 1997 CDN Monthly Supplement article. 

Sources of Pricing Information 

In his 1981 CDN article, Jack Beymer provided relative pricing infor- 
mation (i. e., basal values) for the various major Half Cent varieties. Since 
the CDN Quarterly I now provides pricing information for most of the 
major Half Cent varieties, the analysis here will not attempt to estimate 
prices for condition census specimens. However, collectors should be 
aware that condition census examples of many Half Cent dates and major 
varieties, particularly ones that are extremely rare or ones with choice 
color and surfaces, often trade at significantly higher prices than those 
listed in the CDN Quarterly I. For example, a specimen of the extremely 
rare 1797 .Gripped Edge variety in VG condition sold for $36,000 at a recent 
auction, which was almost 4 times the $9,500 price listed in the CDN 
Quarterly I at the time! 

Another very useful source of pricing and condition census information 
on the various Half Cent die varieties is Copper Quotes by Robinson (i. e., 
CQR), which is published by Jack Robinson. Also, prices realized at major 
public auctions conducted by such firms as Bowers & Merena, Heritage, 
Stack's, Superior, and Ira & Larry Goldberg serve as useful pricing guides. 

Condition and Grading 

We are all familiar with the controversial nature of coin grading. 
Despite the development of a supposedly objective quantitative grading 
scale (i. e., 1 to 70) by Dr. Sheldon, the publication of various "how to" 
books on grading, and the establishment of a number of third-party grading 
services, grading is still inherently subjective. 

Knowledgeable collectors, dealers, and independent third-party grad- 
ing services frequently disagree about the grade of a given coin. Com- 
pounding the subjective nature of grading is the issue of ownership bias, i. 
e., the often heard refrain that "ownership adds five points to the grade of 
a coin.” 

The grading standards employed by author/researchers, such as Cohen 
and Breen, differ from the "commercial” standards that exist in the market- 
place. The condition census information contained in the Cohen and Breen 
books cited earlier employ grading standards that generally are stricter 
than commercial standards, such as those used by the major third-party 
grading services. For example, I know of two problem-free Liberty Cap 
Half Cents (1793 and 1794) that are listed in Breen's condition census as EF 


but are graded MS62BN and MS63BN respectively by one of the major 
grading services. Also for coins with defects, such as rim marks, scratches, 
or environmental damage |e. g., pitting or porosity), net grades tend to be 
lower for those collectors and dealers who adhere to stricter grading 
standards compared with those who use commercial standards. 

With these comments in mind, the analysis in this article will use 
commercial grading standards in discussing the availability of high grade 
specimens of each Half Cent date and major variety. 

Half Cent Condition Census 

In the accompanying table on the following page, the "Grade (Esti- 
mated Number of Examples)" column shows the condition (i. e., MS, AU, 
EF, etc.) of the finest half dozen or more examples of each of the Half Cent 
dates and major varieties. For dates or varieties where dozens or even 
hundreds of MS examples exist with varying degrees of mint red and 
impairments (e. g., carbon spots, handling marks, etc.) it is nearly impos- 
sible to specify which actual specimens constitute the finest half dozen or 
so examples. The "Comments" column contains additional information 
about the availability of condition census examples of each of the dates and 
major varieties (e. g., gems, mint red specimens, etc.). This condition 
census is based on the research contained in the Cohen and Breen books 
cited earlier, the data published in the PCGS and NGC population reports, 
and my experience in collecting and dealing in the series. 

Also shown in the table are the total number of MS (MS60 or better) 
and gem MS (MS65 or better) examples graded by PCGS and NGC. The 
reader should keep in mind that these numbers include "crack outs," i. e., 
coins which are broken out of their holders and resubmitted to the grading 
services. Therefore, the actual number of different coins may be somewhat 
less than the totals listed in the table. 

Examination of the information in the table reveals the following: 

• Relatively large numbers of MS examples exist for certain dates, 
including 1800, 1804, 1806, 1828, 1833-1835, and 1851-1857. The sizeable 
number of MS survivors for these dates, particularly specimens with 
substantial mint red, is due in part to the discovery of various hoards in the 
late 19 th and early 20 ,h centuries, such as the Chapman (brothers) hoard of 
1806's, (Benjamin) Collins find of 1828's, (Elmer) Sears hoard of 1835's, 
and (Thomas L.) Elder hoard of 1855's. 

• With the exception of the hoard dates and varieties, most early dates 
(pre-1825) and varieties are very rare in MS condition (MS60 or better). 
Excluding 1800, 1804, 1806, and 1809, fewer than 25 mint state examples 
have been graded for any of the early dates. 

• A number of dates and varieties are not even known to exist in MS 
condition. For example, no MS examples are known for the years 1802 and 
1831, nor for the 1797 Lettered Edge and Gripped Edge varieties, nor for 
the 1805 Small 5, Stems variety. 

• Gem MS (MS65 or better) examples are extremely rare for most of 
the early dates (pre-1825). Fewer than a dozen MS65 or better specimens 
have been graded by PCGS and NGC for any of the early dates. Even the 
so-called common dates, such as 1804, 1806, and 1809, are illusive in gem 
MS condition. Likewise, several of the middle and late dates and varieties, 
such as 1825, 1826, 1828 12-stars, 1849, and 1850, are very difficult to 
locate in gem MS condition. 

Summary 

In summary, from PCGS and NGC population report data and condi- 
tion census information contained in the Cohen and Breen Half Cent 
books, we see that, with the exception of dates for which hoards are 
known, most dates and major varieties of Half Cents are very scarce or rare 
in MS condition. Indeed, some do not exist in MS. Assembling a condition 
census level quality collection of the 33 dates or 54 major varieties requires 
both patience and a substantial financial commitment. 

Jim McGuigan is a professional numismatist, specializing in early U. S. 
copper, silver, and gold coins. He can be contacted at: 

P. O. Box 133, N. Versailles, PA 15137; 

412-247-4484 or 800-863-2581 Ext 01 
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Redbook 

All MS 
MS60 & Uo 

Gem MS Grade 

MS65 & Up (Estimate # of Examples) 

PCGS & NGC CONDITION CENSUS 
Comments 

1 793 1 793 

17 

i 

MS(30-45) 

Extremelv rare in aem condition. None known with significant mint red. 

1794 1794 

21 

6 

MSI40-60) 

Verv rare in oem MS. Several examples known with significant mint color. 

1795 Lettered Edge, *» 



MS(20-30) 

Extremely rare in gem condition. A couple of pieces exhibit some mint red. 

With Pole 





Lettered Edge, 

[ 9 ‘ 

1 

MS(8-12) 

No gems known. None known with significant mint color. 

Punctuated Date J 





Plain Edge, 



MS(8-1 2) 

Extremely rare with any mint red. Often comes weakly struck in centers. 

Punctuated Date 





Plain Edge, 

1 ®* 

2 

MS(20-30) 

Very rare in gem condition. A few examples known with some mint color. 






1796 With Pole 

11 

5 

MS(1 0-1 5) 

Three recently discovered gem examples from England exhibit significant mint red. 


3 

1 

MS(4), VF(2) 

One gem gualitv piece (Eliasbera) known. No XF’s or AU’s known. 

1797 Lettered Edge 

0 

0 

EF(1), VF(8-1 2) 

Extremely rare above VF with no AU or MS specimens known. 

Gripped Edge 

0 

0 

VG(3-4), G(3-4) 

About a dozen examples are known and all are low grade (FR-VG). 

Plain Edge 



MS(8-1 2) 

Extremely rare in gem condition. None known with mint color. 

1 Above 1 , 

a* 


MS(1 0-1 5) 

Extremely rare in gem MS. A couple of pieces known with significant mint red. 

Plain Edge 





1800 1800 

54 

0 

MS(100+) 

MS examples with mint red are available, but do not qualify as gems because of marks or spotting. 

1802 2 Over 0 

0 

0 

VF(2-3), F(2-3) 

Very rare with less than 30 specimens known. Unknown above VF. 

Reverse of 1800 





2 Over 0, 

0 

0 

EF(2-3), VF(8-12) 

While not rare as a date, VF or better specimens are quite scarce. No AU or MS pieces known. 

Reverse of 1802 





1803 1803 

13 

1 

MS(20-30) 

Verv rare in MS and extremely rare in qem condition or with significant mint color. 

1804 Plain 4, Stems ^ 



MS(4-6), AU(4-6) 

A scarce variety that is extremely rare in MS with no gems or examples exhibiting significant mint red known. 

Plain 4, Stemless 



MS(200+) 

A common variety in MS, but extremely rare in gem condition. Several examples known with significant mint color. 

Crossiet 4, Stems 

236* 

11 

MS(30-45) 

A scarce variety in MS, but extremely rare in gem condition or with significant mint red. 

Crosslet 4, Stemless 



MS(30-45) 

A scarce variety in MS that is very rare in gem condition. Several examples known with significant mint color. 

Spiked Chin 



MS(40-60) 

A scarce varietv in MS that is hard to locate in either qem condition or exhibiting significant mint red. 

1805 Small 5, Stems 

0 

0 

EF(2-3), VF(8-12) 

A scarce variety with no AU or MS examples known. 

Small 5, Stemless ' 

L 16* 


MS(30-45) 

A very rare variety in MS. Very difficult to locate in either gem condition or with mint color. 

Large 5, Stems 



MS(1 0-1 5) 

An extremelv rare variety in MS, with only a couple of examples qualifying as gems. 

1806 Small 6, Stems 

1 

0 

MS(4-6), AU(4-6) 

A scarce variety that is extremely rare in MS, with 1 or 2 pieces qualifying as gems. 

Small 6, Stemless 



MS(50-75) 

MS examples exhibiting significant mint red are available, but few qualify as gems because of marks or carbon spotting. 

Larqe 6, Stems 

► 245 


MS(400+) 

MS specimens exhibiting significant mint color are available. Most are spotted or bagmarked and do not qualify as gems. 

1807 1807 

14 

0 

MS(30-45) 

Verv rare in MS, with only a few qualifying as qems. Examples with mint red are extremely rare. 

1808 8 Over 7 

0 

0 

MS(1 -2), AU(4-6) 

Extremely rare in EF or better condition, with only 1 or possibly 2 qualifying as MS. 

Normal Date 

2 

0 

MS(1 0-1 5) 

Extremelv rare in MS, with onlv 2 or 3 qualifying as qems and an equal number having significant mint color. 

1809 Normal Date 

l 7n* 


MS(1 00+) 

A common variety in MS, but very rare in'gem condition or exhibiting significant mint red. 

Circle Inside 0 

f 


MS(4-6), AU(4-6) 

A scarce variety that is extremely rare in MS. Very few gems or examples with mint color known. 


17 

1 

MS(20-30) 

Verv rare in MS. Extremelv rare in qem condition or with significant mint color. 

1810 1810 

21 

0 

MS(30-45) 

Extremelv rare in gem condition or exhibiting significant mint red. 

1811 1811 

1 

0 

MS(4-6), AU(8-12) 

Extremely rare in MS. Only 1 or 2 examples known with mint color. Possibly 1 or 2 presentation pieces known. 

Restrike, 1802 Rev. 

2 

1 

MS(8-12) 

An extremelv rare varietv with most examples exhibiting some mint red. 

1825 1825 

67 

8 

MS(1 00+) 

A common date in brown MS. but very difficult to locate in qem condition or exhibiting significant mint color. 

1826 1826 

94 

4 

MS(200+) 

A common date in brown MS, but very illusive in gem condition or with significant mint color. 

1828 13 Stars 

572 

26 

MS(1 000+) 

Numerous examples exist with substantial mint red, but spot-free gem examples are scarce. 

12 Stars 

36 

2 

MS(50-75) 

Brown MS examples are available, however specimens with substantial mint color are very rare. 

1829 1829 

154 

31 

MS(300+) 

Brown MS examples are readily available. Examples with substantial mint red are very Scarce. 

1831 Original 

0 

0 

AU{2-3), EF(4-6) 

Very rare date with no MS specimens known. 

1832 1832 

127 

14 

MS(250+) 

Brown MS examples are available. Specimens with substantial mint red are very rare. 

1833 1833 

398 

69 

MS(750+) 

Numerous examples exist with substantial mint color, however spot-free examples are illusive. 

1834 1834 

305 

36 

MS(500+) 

Brown MS examples are readily available, but specimens with substantial mint red are scarce. 

1835 1835 

711 

84 

MS(1000+) 

ExamDles with substantial mint color are available, but spot-free pieces are scarce. 

1849 Large Date 

138 

6 

MS(250+) 

Brown MS pieces are available. Very rare in gem condition or exhibiting substantial mint red. 

1850 1850 

89 

3 

MS(200+) 

Verv rare with substantial mint color. Often show roughness inside border beading on obverse and reverse. 

1851 1851 

384 

12 

MS(750+) 

Examples with substantial mint red are available. Often found weakly struck, although proof-like, well-struck pieces exist. 

1853 1853 

610 

111 

MS(1000+) 

Readily available in brown MS. Verv scarce with substantial mint color. 

1854 1854 

522 

60 

MSO000+) 

Examples with substantial mint red are available. Luster is often somewhat subdued on MS specimens. 

1855 1855 

1056 

140 

MS(2000+) 

Virtually full red examples are plentiful. Usually come weakly struck on border beading, especially on the right side. 

1856 1856 

263 

17 

MSI500+) 

Specimens with substantial mint color are available. Proof-like examples sometimes are offered for sale as proofs. 

1857 1857 

429 

13 

MS(1000+) 

Usually found weakly struck. Virtually full red specimens are very scarce. 

Source: The PCGS Population Report, December 1999 and NGC Census Report, January 2000. ; 

.* PCGS did not designate all the major Half Cent varieties on its holders until several years after they began grading coins in 1986. Therefore it is impossible to know how many of the pieces graded for 

1 each date represent a given major variety. 
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EAC PRESIDENT'S OPEN LETTER FROM THE A.N.A. 

Jon Warshawsky 


If any collector from the West Coast was looking for a reason not to attend the ANA, the 
Manhattan location could have been the golden excuse. For all the charm of 97 degree daytime 
temperatures, flash thunderstorms and tropical humidity to complement $14 sandwiches, 
however, I'll admit that the ANA still throws quite a party and that EAC's Region 3 is about as 
solid and enthusiastic a copper group as you'll encounter anywhere since the Chapmans closed 
their offices in Philadelphia. A standing-room only meeting and constructive discussion made 
EAC feel like a club very much on the rise. Denis and Chuck will probably have written a 
summary of the meeting elsewhere in this issue, but the fellowship and wisdom we all signed up 
for before (insert your favorite three controversies here) are alive and well. Denis asked me if I 
wanted to run the meeting - coincidentally, Dan Holmes and 1 were the visiting "dignitaries" - 
but I declined, other than adding a few updates about a couple of EAC initiatives. Credit Region 
3 team with making us remember how EAC felt in the good old days. Most exciting news item: 
two ( ! ) new eagie-on-globe Wright patterns discovered in a museum collection. I won't scoop 
the Region 3 story, but it's hard to overstate the excitement at such a discovery. 

My NY trip was brief. Work wouldn’t permit me to travel Wednesday and, amazingly, 
being president of EAC doesn't pay the bills. Actually, it generates them, making my other job 
even more important. But even with a Thursday night arrival and Saturday afternoon departure 
it was a welcome dose of the ’coin thing'. Highlights? Exhibits, worth the trip by themselves. 
What can I say about Jim Neiswinter's magnificent survey of 1793 reference plates, culminating 
with his recreation of the famous Joseph N.T. Levick plate? Fittingly, Levick and Crosby photos 
are included - copper history is about people and coins, not just coins. I could have spent half a 
day there. Just when that feast had ended, I sidestepped two cases of Buffalo nickel errors and 
happily stumbled across an exhibit of the European diework of the engraver we had tried to 
induce to come to the Mint in 1792, J. P. Droz. Given the tragically short career of Joseph 
Wright, I wondered what our earliest coins would have looked like had Droz emigrated. From 
the abbreviated display at the ANA, Droz was a master. Maybe we could hire his decendents to 
kill the Sacagawea coin. 

The Numismatic Theater offered a superb presentation by Graham Dyer of the Royal 
Mint, who has delved back into the original mint records and ye olde royal paperwork of the era 
to debunk the existence of the 1755 Irish halfpennies - long catalogued as genuine issues but 
whose existence is called into serious question by both the detail of the engraving and (shock!) 
actual Royal Mint detective work. Not sure if the guy in the audience who owned one of these 
former rarities was ecstatic, but the truth isn't always what we want to hear. The lesson in all of 
this seems to be that successive cataloguers have propagated errors without returning to the 
source documents. Only two (very old) catalogues correctly omitted the halfpennies of 1755. A 
presentation the next day on mintages of the 1796-97 half dollars seemed to remind me of this 
propagation dilemma as the presenter spent most of an hour citing recent auction catalogues 
without ever quite reaching back to the Mint records of the time. Of course I had to depart the 
presentation with 15 minutes to go, but 'original research' that cites Heritage auction write-ups 
from two years ago does little to inspire. 

To prove that a convention's most entertaining memories are unplanned, I found myself 
joining the party of copper pals Craig Sholley and his wife Bonnie, Mark Borckardt, Bob (R.W.) 
Julian and John "JK" Kraljevich for the evening. While Craig may not be the guy to rely on to be 
your guide to even the most famous New York deli (where if you are unfortunate enough to drop 
your sandwich you risk fracturing your foot and/or the floor), he very much is the guy to rely on 
for facts, figures and theories about the workings of the first Mint. Sholley's haunting (hunting?) 
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of the archives in Philadelphia seems to have paid off in a lot of the good old stuff that Breen 
apparently didn't bother to read. Especially fascinating - a photocopy of Adam Eckfeldt's 
original delivery notes from the Mint's early years. Recurring ANA theme: Nothing intrigues 

and informs as much as the source. And when the source is in Eckfeldt's own hand - or Voigt's 
own hand in the case of the earliest records - it's a thrill just to peruse them. Ferocious 
thunderstorms blew in Friday night - not a California thing, so I was grateful to catch a taxi (also 
not so much of a California thing) back from the famous deli to generic and crowded Marriott 
where the focus shifted to drinks, cigars and of course (?) the 18th century Russian copper 
coinage of Catherine and Alexander. Big, heavy and copper, and according to RWJ the kind of 
a side collection that could keep a copper collector busy for a long time. 

Saturday morning: Still jet lagged, so my 9AM Numismatic Theater presentation felt like 
a 6AM presentation, but when the hour was up pretty much the entire crowd (okay, small crowd) 
followed me out of the room to ask copper questions. An hour may not have been long enough 
to make everyone expert graders or die variety specialists, but I figured that flashing a few 
slides of Hays, Sheldon and company and venting about the state of mainstream numismatics 
would get people to listen. The aftermath brought a healthy barrage of questions about Blue 
Ribbon and the storage of red copper. Metallurgist Sholley was nearby when the questions got 
to the atomic level (thanks, Craig). The ANA theater crew tells me I will be receiving 
videotapes. At least one can go to the EAC library for anyone who wants to sit through my 12- 
minute course in EAC grading and 17-minute history of copper literature related to that long- 
neglected early year of 1794. 

A final walk through the bourse - either very crowded, or those narrow aisles are making 
it feel more frantic than usual. There's the King of Siam set in the Superior case with absolutely 
no one in front of it. If I had bought that for a few million bucks only to have my case ignored I 
would be in what I would charitably describe as a bad mood. Further down, the 'Cardinal' set of 
bust halves are faring better, with at least a few people stopping to look. Apparently Superior 
needs to come up with something more exciting than the King of Siam set. The original 
presentation box was in the case, However, the slabbed coins no longer fit in it. I can't conceive 
of anything more pointless than slabbing the King of Siam proof set. It was very helpful of 
PCGS to tell me that the 1804 is a Proof -67. Why, if it had only been a Proof-66, I might not 
have spent any time at the table! Let's talk about real rarities: Early date large cents on the 

ANA bourse floor are nearly extinct, unless you talk to the usual crew. I read all the Region 8 
posts and agree - collecting early dates without access to the 'EAC network' would be about as 
fun as collecting beach towels in Alaska. A slabbed 1794 cent, Shielded Hair obverse, looks 
good until I casually ask to see it and am casually informed that it's a Sheldon-65 with a price 
that defies the whole R-1 concept. Never mind. Sometimes it pays to keep the bank account 
healthy for the EAC show. 


************* 


MINUTES OF THE 2002 EAC - ANA MEETING 
New York, NY - August 2, 2002 

Denis W. Loring 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by National Secretary Denis Loring. The 
usual round of introductions followed. Chuck Heck, Regional Chairman for New York, 
welcomed the group. 

Mark Borckardt requested EAC's input for the revision of the half cent and large cent 
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sections of the Red Book. The first draft of the half cent revision appears elsewhere in this 
issue of P-W . The goal is that all work be completed in time to be published in the 2004 Red 
Book. 


Mark also announced that in November in Baltimore, Bowers and Merena will be 
auctioning the Russell Logan collection of Capped Bust coinage. The sale will also feature a 
significant collection of Vermont coppers. 

President Jon Warshawsky announced that Chuck Heck is the new Education 
Coordinator and Steve Carr is the new Exhibit Coordinator for the EAC annual conventions. 
The upcoming conventions are: 

2003: April 24-28, Cincinnati 

2004: April 15-18, San Diego 

2005: Undetermined. Chicago has withdrawn its bid. 

Jon also announced the formation of a committee to revise the EAC Bylaws: Jeff 

Oliphant, Tom Powell, Jack Wadlington, and Jon Warshawsky. The goal is to have the work 
complete by January 2003. 

George Kolbe announced that his November sale of numismatic literature will have a 
significant offering of early plated auction catalogs and other material that focuses on large 
cents. 


The group then discussed the decline in membership in EAC over the past ten years. 
One explanation is the formation of C-4, which siphoned off some colonial collectors. It was 
agreed that additional efforts should be made to retain existing members, such as sending them 
a thank-you-for-your-membership letter immediately before seeking renewal dues. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring 
National Secretary 

Members & Guests in Attendance 


Pete Smith, Minneapolis, MN 
Ron Guth, La Jolla, CA 
Jack Mullen, Newton, MA 
Mike Whenal, Syracuse, NY 
Bob Yuell, Plainsboro, NJ 
Greg Heim, South Plainfield, NJ 
Tom Turissini, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Joel Spingarn, Georgetown, CT 
Glenn Marx, Fairfield, CT 
Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, Ml 
Dave Lange, Sarasota, FL 
Dan Holmes, Cleveland, OH 
Rich Hartzog, Rockford, IL 
Charles Davis, Wehham, MA 
George Kolbe, Crestline, CA 
Mark Borckardt, Madison, NH 
Bob Rankin, Saddle Brook, NJ 
Larry Sage, Beaverton, OR 
Jon Warshawsky, San Diego, CA 
Stea Middleton, Boonton, NJ 


Doug Bird, Hermosa Beach, CA 
John Kraljevich, Wolfeboro, NH 
Jim Rolston, Greenland, NH 
Mike Sussman, Staten Island, NY 
Lisa Heim, South Plainfield, NJ 
John Junker, Vancouver, WA 
John Bailey, Rochester, NY 
Charles Agid, Monroe, CT 
Chuck Heck, Bohemia, NY 
Jerry Cochel, Lititz, PA 
Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 
Joseph Medio, Landisville, NJ 
John Nicastro, Rochester, NY 
P. Scott Rubin, Lawrenceville, NJ 
George Levin, Cape Coral, FL 
Eric Hildbrant, Watertown, MA 
Dick Duncan, Lancaster, PA 
Donald Scarinci, Allendale, NJ 
Denis Loring, Singer Island, FL 
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2003 EAC CONVENTION IN CINCINNATI - PRELIMINARY NOTES 


Rod Burress 
General Chairman 

The 2003 EAC convention will return to Cincinnati on April 24-27 at the Drawbridge 
Convention Center located on 1-75 at Buttermilk Pike, Fort Mitchell, KY 41017 (Phone 859-341- 
2800). Room rates and registration information will appear in the upcoming November and 
January P-W issues. 

The convention schedule will follow along the lines of other recent EAC conventions with 
bourse set-up and sale lot viewing on Thursday afternoon. The reception will be Thursday 
evening at approximately 5 p.m. with the Colonials Happening, Half Cent Happening and Large 
Cent Happening at approximately 7:30 Thursday evening. A security room will be provided from 
approximately 2 p.m. Thursday until 9 a.m. Friday. 

Bourse and exhibits and sale lot viewing will run from approximately 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday. There will be hourly seminars during the 
day on Saturday, and we also hope to have a Thursday morning seminar conducted by Doug 
Bird. There will be Friday evening speakers and the annual EAC sale conducted by Grellman / 
McCawley will be Saturday evening. The annual EAC general meeting will be Sunday morning 
at 9 a.m. 

Bourse applications will be mailed around 1 November to EAC members who have had 
tables at recent conventions. Bourse applications will also appear in the November and 
January P-W issues. 

For questions, contact me at 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215, 513-771-0696. Past 
conventions in Cincinnati have had very high attendance for both collectors and dealers and 
EAC 2003 should be no exception. We look forward to seeing you! Reserve these dates April 
24-27, 2003 so you will have no conflicts. 

************* 


2003 HALF CENT HAPPENING 

Greg and Lisa Heim 


For those new to EAC, a "Happening" is an event held at the annual convention 
where particular varieties are selected and placed together on a table. This gives members 
a unique opportunity to compare and contrast coins. Afterwards, members are voluntarily 
asked to rank the top five coins (if there are that many). 

EAC 2003 will be held in Fort Mitchell, KY from April 24-27,2003. Like all past EAC's 
held in this Cincinnati suburb, the turnout should be high because of its central location and 
close proximity to a major airport. Therefore, Happenings are usually very well represented. 

Continuing with our proof only tradition, all varieties of the 1843 Half Cent will be 
shown, including (clearly labeled) electrotypes. 

We have also received several requests to include error coins. In past years, 
several EAC'ers have brought a superb array of multiple strikes, clips, undertypes, etc. This 
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year we are going to focus on 1794 Half Cents with blundered or missing edge lettering. 
We hope it proves to be interesting. 


Our goal is to have a preliminary list available for the November 2002 P-W . and the 
final list in the January and March 2003 issues of P-W . Naturally, we have our opinions, but 
it is your Happening as well, so your feedback is needed and appreciated. You can e-mail 
us at gangof4@comcast.net, or snail mail us at PO Box 277 South Plainfield, NJ 07080. 


************* 


A HALF CENT COLLECTOR'S VIEW OF THE ANA CONVENTION 

Greg Heim 

My wife Lisa and I had a wonderful time attending the ANA Convention held in New 
York City. It gave us an excellent opportunity to see the major copper dealers and their 
inventories. This select group, combined with the entire bourse revealed some very 
interesting conclusions: 

Snooze, you lose: We walked into the show as it opened, made a left hand turn to 
Doug Bird's table and took a look at the select coins laid out on the black felt. There it was, 
an 1803 Cohen-1 in choice EF45. If we buy it, there goes the majority of our budget for the 
show; well, we bought it because if we did not, someone else was going to. Any regrets? 
Not on your life. Please keep in mind that Half Cents are all that Lisa and I collect. 

If it is nice, it's not common any longer: You would think that a big show such as an 
ANA that we would have been able to find even more common Half Cents 1825-1857 in 
average plus to choice EAC MS63 or better at any price. Such was not the case, even with 
coins that are considered hoard varieties. Finding that coin with the complete package of 
strike and well placed imperfections was unbelievably elusive. This is a change even from 
a few years ago. What Bill Eckberg posted on Region 8 is correct: 'When it comes to Half 
Cents, nothing is underrated." 

Average is surprisingly plentiful: It seems the hardest coins to sell are slightly 

scarce mid-grade coins with two or more imperfections. For example an 1804 C-6 net VF30 
with EF40 sharpness. These coins are in a veritable no man's land of grading because they 
are not choice nor scudzy, and it seems that collectors tend to gravitate towards both 
extremes. It is my opinion that dealers of all walks of life have to do a better job of moving 
average condition coins as they tie up a lot of cash in inventory. 

The convention also brought forth some general observations and issues related to 

EAC: 


Not enough exhibits: Fellow EAC'er Jerry Kochel's exhibit recreating the famed 

Louis Helfenstein sale of Large Cents with coins of the same date and major variety was the 
only exhibit entered in the United States Coin category by an EAC member. It easily took 
first place honors. With what EAC has to offer, it should be better represented at the ANA 
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Convention when it comes to exhibits. Yes they take time to prepare, but the rewards are 
plentiful. Steve Carr is the exhibit chairman for the 2003 EAC Convention. He would 
welcome and help those who have a desire to exhibit competitively at next year's ANA 
Convention in Baltimore. 

More regarding EAC'ers and the ANA: I was very pleased to hear that EAC is going 
to offer a scholarship to the ANA Summer Seminar. Messrs. Doug Bird and Steve Carr 
have done an excellent job the past three years teaching the week-long class and mini 
seminars on Early American Copper. Now it looks like they are going to offer an advanced 
copper course as well if they can get enough people to participate. Just think of it: The 

Colorado atmosphere and a half dozen or more diehard "copperheads" talking about spark- 
erosion dies. Does it get any better than that?! 

EAC General Meeting: Very well attended with a spirited discussion on decreasing 
EAC membership over the last 10 years. President Jon Warshawsky also discussed the 
future of EAC Conventions. Thinking about the former topic, we need to remember how 
intimidating the pursuit of Early American Copper can be. With this in mind, we must realize 
that the greatest benefit that members receive for their dues is their issue of Penny-Wise . If 
an EAC member feels there is no utility in an issue of Penny-Wise they will be turned off by 
the club. It is something for all of us to think about. 

The next major show on the East coast is in Baltimore from November 8-10. Just 
enough time for our wallets to recover! 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W. 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the November issue of P-W , all will be declared elected to 
full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 
9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER # 

Eric Shaffstall 

Ft. Worth, TX 

5049 

Jack D. Young 

Dayton, OH 

5050 

Nathan Markowitz 

Eugen, OR 

5051 

Bruce Paiiler 

North Collins, NY 

5052 

James H. Spencer 

Memphis, TN 

5053 

Stephen Kreisher 

Baltimore, MD 

5054 

Jim Rolston 

Greenland, NH 

5055 

Gerald D. Nagle 

Northampton, PA 

5056 


************* 
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TIME 

TO THINK 
ABOUT 
CONSIGNING 



TO THE 2003 

EAC SALE 

IN CINCINNATTI 

CONTACT: 


Chris McCawley 
P.O. Box 2967 
Edmond OK 73083 
405-341-2213 
www.uscents.com 


Bob Grellman 
P.O. Box 951988 
Lake Mary, FI 32795 
407-321-8747 
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* tJYew ^tjcmbcrs Ranted 


* 


Please submit updates for next issue by 1 5 October 2002 


^ommon ^enrs Report 

If you’re interested in Late Date Large Cents, then consider joining the Qommoo Qm ts 
Report. It is a free semi-annual publication published in May and November dedicated 

strictly to increasing knowledge on Late Date Large Cents. Its primary purpose is to 
understand availability and rarity of specific varieties between 1840 and 1857 based on 
actual known pieces in collector hands. A secondary purpose is to determine the collector’s 
collection ranking within the reported collections as a friendly competitive incentive. 

There are two requirements for membership. First, the collector must be a current 
EAC member in good standing. Second, the collector must submit his/her collection data as 
to variety type, grade of best example and total number of each variety. This information is 
then placed into a matrix of varieties versus collections, which looks like: 
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The “# Var” column is the sum of varieties reported by all collectors as their best 
example. The “Total # Var Rptd” is the total number reported i.e. the best example plus 
duplicates. This last quantity can be very important when compared with Sheldon’s rarity 
scale to better understand the rarity level of a specific variety. 

Dividing the sum for the number of varieties and the grade scores by two ranks 
collections. The number of varieties score is taken from dividing the number the collector 
reported by the number of varieties identified as existing. The grade score is obtained by 
dividing the collection’s grade total with the maximum grade score obtainable. 

Interested in joining? Or, if you have any questions please contact: 

Fred Iskra, 236 E. Rooney Ave., Appleton, MN 56208-1534, - fiskra@fedtel.net 
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AN EAC CRUCI VERBALIST CHALLENGE 

John M. Ward 


ACROSS 

1 Fret or olio 
5 Southern Asian garb 
9 de combat 

1 3 It has its own code 

14 Lat . prefix: same as 
this clue 

16 Inter 

1 7 Large cent giant 

20 Pater 

21 Precedes pah 

22 37 across could cure 
this: Abbr. 

23 Omaha to Indianapolis dir. 

24 Standoffish 

26 Geometric patterns in use 

29 Gibbon or gorilla 

30 Better than "treaded" in 
good grammar 

33 Cryptanalytic helper 

34 Dope or tree output 

35 The last we've them 

37 Our second editor 

40 "In and out the ..." 

41 Charged particle 

42 Quite a long time 

43 Prefix for ade or adine 

44 With "Big," it marks time 

45 Really nervous 

46 Anagram for Quran 

48 498 years from now 

49 C is an extreme example 

52 Consolidated main financial 
institution: Acr. 

53 "Be not of greatness": 

Twelfth Night 

57 One-time USA entomologist 

61 Shivering fit 

62 Actress Verdugo 

63 Gained consciousness 

64 Biblical scholar Joseph 

65 "For a and a day" 

66 Auction word 

DOWN 

1 Cut into pieces 

2 Small musical group 

3 Snakelike fish 

4 Encyclopedic genius 

5 Unrelenting look 

6 "I'd give an and a . . . " 

7 High school stadium cheer 

8 Part of a shoe 

9 Computer in "2001 : A Space 
Odyssey" 

1 0 GM product 

1 1 Act read to British mobs 

1 2 Beach blanket? 

1 5 Go away ! 

18 Superlative suffix, as 
for scudzy 



1 9 Overwrought actor 

24 He may put it on thick 

25 Charter member 34 

26 Tres y cinco 

27 Cause to crash: British 

28 Old-time clothes drier 

29 Road assistance grp. 

31 Beginning 

32 They should be major 

34 Former Soviet political div. 

35 EAC 2004 in Diego 

36 It suffered heavy losses 
on 9/11 

38 " , go home!" 

39 Partner of hither 

44 Cuvee Dom Perignon, e.g. 

45 Like most radios 

47 Teen's skin problem 

48 Cheeky? 

49 Did he have a navel? 

50 Terrible fit 

51 It hides in your coins' 
devices 

54 Aroo preceder 

55 H to M bridge 

56 Half a decision 

58 Tiny 

59 Penny: Brit. Abbr. 

60 Largest coin org. 

SOLUTION IN NEXT ISSUE 
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Accomplished crossword puzzle solvers will quickly realize 
that the puzzle on the facing page is my first attempt as a 
"constructor." If you enjoyed this one and want more, let me 
know and maybe you'll appear as an answer in the future. And 
I don't intend to ignore the half cent and colonial 
fraternities either. I just began with my favorite field of 
endeavor. Phone me at (281 ) -326-1 81 1 or snail-mail me at P.O. 
Box 58093 Houston, TX 77258-8093. 


AS OTHERS SEE US: AN EYE-OPENER 

John M. Ward 

A few weeks ago, my stepson installed a computer printer on 
my fledgling system and we printed out the inventory listing 
I had laboriously entered using 10 columns of data. He was 
looking at it and asked me curiously if all I collected was 
what he had heard me call "early dates." He wanted to know 
what early dates were and I answered "1793 to 1814." 

He thought for a moment and then said, "That's only 22 years. 
Why does it take so many coins to complete a collection of 
those?" 




ANA SUMMER SEMINAR 2002 COPPER CLASSES 

Steve Carr 

Doug Bird and I taught two early American copper classes at the ANA Summer Seminar this past 
July. This was our third year doing copper classes at the ANA and the second where we offered a class 
each week. During the first week, we conducted a three evening Introduction to Early American Coppers 
Mini-seminar. During the second week, we held the regular five day class. We had 1 7 students in the mini- 
seminar and 1 0 students in the full week class. Most of the mini-seminar students were type collectors, who 
just wanted to learn some more about early coppers. We covered how early coppers were made, attribution, 
storing , and grading. 

Students in the regular class included several EAC and Region 8 members. Like last year, the 
majority of students were beginning copper collectors. So, we concentrated on basic information. We used 
quick finders and attribution guides, compared grading standards, and practiced grading skills. We also 
covered counterfeit and altered coins, the early minting process, storage, and the curating and mutilation of 
early coppers. Charlie Davis gave us a great introduction to early copper literature and Joe Rust explained 
and demonstrated how early coppers were made. We even got to strike tokens with the press! Thanks, 
Charlie and Joe, for sharing your expertise with the class. 

Of course, we also looked at lots of neat coppers. Some of the coins we examined in the class 
included a Jefferson head cent, a tin 1810 restrike, a bunch of 1823 restrikes, and a whole flock of 
counterfeits. We saw a “bay-area” counterfeit, contemporary counterfeits, and a few “reengraved” coins. 
We also saw some “real” coppers, including (but obviously not limited to...) a slew of 1797’s (S-121a, S- 
125, S-129, S-143, NC - 3, and NC -5, an 1830 N-9, and some beautiful AU 1795’s. 

Doug and I have been invited back again next year. We plan to do a full week advanced copper 
class and a mini-seminar regular class. If you are thinking about taking either class, contact Gail Baker at 
the ANA, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279, (719) 632-2624, or email 
education@money.org. If you have any preferences on topics for an advanced class, please contact me with 
your ideas. Steve Carr, 6815 W. 82 St., Overland Park, KS 66204 (913) 383-2568, or email 
scarr4002@aol.com. 

You might want to think about signing up soon. There was a waiting list again this year. 
************* 
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A Sad Tale 


James Livingston 

A California coin dealer (who shall remain anonymous for reasons made 
clear below) recently told me of a "gruesome" incident he had happen in his shop with a 
slabbed coin. He had just bought a coin which was in a soft plastic style slab and a 
customer came in, liked it and bought it. The customer then asked if it could be removed 
from the slab. The dealer agreed to do this and set to the task at hand. Because it was a 
soft plastic slab, his usual method wasn't completely satisfactory and after cracking it 
open, he had to use a . . . well, there's no delicate way to put this ... he had to use a 
screwdriver to piy apart the two pieces of the slab. You've probably guessed what 
happened then: the tip of the screwdriver somehow made contact with the raised portrait 
on the com and a $650 coin was turned into a $100 com in a fraction of a second. That's 
a devaluation comparable to that of the NASDAQ over the past few years. 

Now, before you get too upset, 1 should mention that the coin was just a 
proof Barber half dollar, not a copper. Still, it was not the sort of technique a dealer 
wants to demonstrate to a customer. Yet it may well be the sort of tragedy that happens 
more frequently than many of us know. Presumably this sort of thing usually happens in 
the privacy of one's home, and is not spoken of afterwards. This dealer has deslabbed 
hundreds of coins over the years, so it wasn't the mistake of a novice. He said it was due 
to the soft plastic of the newer-type slab. 

This incident prompted me to write and suggest that it might be useful (as 
well as preservation minded) if some of the EACers with years of deslabbing experience 
would give hints (or just plain instructions) as to how to go about it. I understand that 
dealers who do business with a particular grading company are not allowed to take that 
company's slabs apart. But, if such dissemination of information would not cause a 
problem between EAC and the grading companies, many future such accidents might be 
avoided. 1 have several slabbed coins that I've thought of freeing, but have not done so 
mostly out of fear of injuring the coin in the process. Any suggestions? 

Editor’s Response : 

First of all, I’ve never heard of any agreement whereby dealer(s) doing business “with a particular 
grading company are not allowed to take that company’s slabs apart.” Even if there were, how 
could that possibly be enforced? I think that’s in the category of “urban myth.” 

As far as cracking coins out of slabs goes, I’ll share my experience: Hold the slab, on edge, 
absolutely perpendicular to a concrete floor, and whack the edge with a hammer. Rotate 90 
degrees and repeat the process, and 90 degrees again, and so on until the seal is broken. NGC and 
ANACS slabs will split apart nicely into two equal shells. PCGS slabs can be a bit more stubborn, 
and the sides can occasionally shatter into plastic shards before they actually come apart. But they 
will come apart, and you should never insert anything between the shells to pry with— that seems 
guaranteed to eventually result in the kind of disaster you describe. In any case, make sure you 
support the two halves of the holder between your thumb and 2nd & 3rd fingers, to ensure there’s 
no chance of the holder coming apart and the intervening coin falling onto the concrete! And I 
should caution that I’ve had no experience dealing with some of the “off-brands” and “Johnnies- 
come-lately” to the slabbing scene. 
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Talking Beginners - Handling Coppers 

Steve Carr 

Early coppers have always been shared. From times past to the present, it is a rare copper collector 
who does not jump at the chance to share coppers with friends. When coppers are shared, they are 
examined and analyzed, with each person handling them in the process. 

There is something neat about holding an early copper. Like many of my predecessors in this 
hobby, I study a copper when I hold it. I admire the simple beauty of the coin. I look at any nicks or dents 
and wonder where the coin picked them up. On a higher grade copper, I look at the flow lines and mint 
luster and am amazed that the coin could have survived the years so well. I wonder what a copper bought 
and who owned it. I even speculate on which known historical people might have held this coin, knowing it 
can never be proved (but, hey - it might be true). 

There are more copper collectors today and we meet and share our coppers more often. Our coins 
are shown, bought, sold, and displayed. Each time they are shown, one or more people handle them. While 
it is fun to look at coppers, every time a copper is handled, the possibility of damaging it increases greatly. 

Copper, you see, was the softest and most reactive of all the coining metals used by the early US 
mint. Over time, our coppers were handled (sometimes not so nicely!) and exposed to the elements (many 
times to their detriment). For now, some are safely tucked away in their cotton liners (or 2X2’s, or slabs). 
But when a copper is brought out for viewing, just about anything can happen. Just holding a copper 
improperly can damage it, reducing its eye appeal, lowering its grade, and reducing its value. Often, this 
damage is not immediately evident, but over time it can result in fingerprints, carbon spotting, and/or 
corrosion on our coins. And accidents DO happen, causing surface rub, scratches, and edge bumps. 

Sure you know how to handle your coppers (or do you?). But what about the people around you? 
Do they know how to handle your coins? 

Most of us probably do not consciously think about what we are doing when we hold a copper. 
We are given a coin, or choose one, and holding the coin just “happens.” At least most of us know and 
follow the first “rule” of handling a coin (or do we?) - hold a coin, on the edge only, between your thumb 
and forefinger. When holding a coin like this, the palm of your hand should be underneath the coin. If you 
are using a loupe, this will have to do. If not, put your other hand, palm up, next to the hand holding the 
coin. This will create an even bigger “catch basin” should the copper happen to slip from your fingers. I 
know, if the coin slips, you will touch the surface with the palm of your hand. But the alternative, falling to 
the floor, is even worse. Always follow this rule when looking at early American coppers (and all 
collectible coins, for that matter). 

Have you ever wondered why you should hold a copper by its edge? The reason is quite simple. 
Any time you handle a copper, your fingers rub a tiny bit of metal off the surface of the coin. This action 
creates “rub” or wear. Your fingers also transfer a little skin oil onto the surface of the coin. Included with 
this skin oil are any contaminants that might be present on your fingers (where have your hands been 
recently?). If you are going to create rub or leave behind contaminants, do it on the edge, which is a non- 
focal point on most coins. 

Even on the edge, rub, skin oil, and contaminants will start changing the surface metal. On a mint 
state coin, the edge will darken with handling. A copper that is handled frequently will develop a bright 
orange-copper color on the edge. If it is handled less frequently, this color will also darken. The bright 
orange-copper color comes from rub, where fresh metal is exposed on the surface of the coin. The 
darkening results from a chemical reaction on the copper surface that starts as toning and progresses to 
corrosion. While toning becomes evident in a fairly short period of time, it may take years for corrosion to 
occur. If contaminants are left on the coin, corrosion can occur! 

Holding a copper on the edge, however, is just the beginning. You should also consider several 
other things if you want to minimize potential damage to your copper. First, as mentioned above, coppers 
will sometimes slip right out of your fingers, often at the worst possible place and time. Examine the area 
where you will be viewing the coin. Are there hard surfaces in the area, like a tabletop or chair arms? What 
does the floor look like? Is it concrete (eek!) or carpeted? The best surface to have under your copper is a 
soft surface. A felt covered viewing board on a tabletop over a carpeted floor provides fairly good 
protection. A folded cotton towel will also work. 

Second, where are you holding the coin, in relation to your mouth and nose? Most of us hold coins 
close to our faces, because that is where we can see them best. Even normal breath contains moisture, and 
contaminants, that can be spread onto the coin surface, just by breathing near the coin. Do you have a cold? 
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A good sneeze can devastate a copper. Are you a smoker? Smoke, combined with moisture, will initiate the 
toning - corrosion process and darken coppers. It is best to hold coppers away from your mouth and nose. 
To be safe, you might even want to think about wearing a dust mask. 

Third, and a repeat point, just how clean are your hands? Wash and completely dry your hands 
before handing your coppers. Equally as important, wash and dry your hands after you have handled your 
coppers. No telling what is/was on the edge (or surface) of the coins. 

You can further eliminate potential problems if you wear clean cotton gloves to handle a copper. 
Cotton gloves are very soft and non-abrasive. Using them will eliminate fingerprints and help reduce 
scratches. But even when using cotton gloves, always hold the coin by the edge. Cotton gloves will pick up 
small contaminants from the coin surface (look at the fingers on your gloves after using them to look at a 
few coppers) which can act as an abrasive and leave hairline scratches on another coin. By holding the coin 
on it edge, you make sure any damage is, again, in a non-focal place on the coin. 

At this point, I hope you are not scared to handle your coppers. If you are, you might want to 
consider being completely thorough. This would require you to handle your coppers in a sealed climate 
controlled room while wearing cotton clothing, cotton gloves, and a respirator. The room should be fairly 
cool, have low humidity, and be dust free. Not many of us have the resources to go to these extremes. And 
that is just the point. Since a perfect handling environment is not possible, handling a copper becomes a 
compromise. Always use the safest environment with the best viewing. If you use some common sense, 
you will provide the best possible environment for holding and examining your coppers. If you pay 
attention to where and how you hold a copper, you can prevent most of the potential damage awaiting it. 

How you handle your coppers also depends, to a large degree, on the condition, grade, and rarity 
of the coin. Common lower grade coppers can be handled pretty competently using just your fingers 
(holding them on the edge, of course). Any damage you might impart to the coin (barring catastrophic 
damage) will probably not make much difference to the appearance, grade, and value of the coin. The coin 
is, after all, circulated. On the other hand, a true MS specimen should probably never be handled. But, 
when curiosity strikes, what is a person to do? Compromise! 

But compromise with care. Remember, someday in the future, another copper collector will hold 
and examine one of your coppers. If you pass the coin along undamaged, that future collector can share the 
same joys looking at the coin as you did. 

Think about where you are and what you are doing when you handle your coppers. The first time 
you drop a copper - and it falls onto a soft surface - you will be glad you did. 

************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 


For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not 
interested in stray initials, numbers or names that cannot be identified as to geographical 
location or trade. I would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to 
send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any 
reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you all correspondence 
will be answered. 


David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

************* 
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MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright, NLG 


This year culminates thirty-four years of construction as the Prado is completed in 
Madrid, Spain to house and display the art and sculpture collections of the Spanish royal 
families. 

The Spanish fare less well abroad, as Simon Bolivar liberates New Granada from Spain. 
He becomes the first President of Gran Columbia, comprising parts of present-day Columbia, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, and Panama. 

Kamehameha, king of Hawaii, dies at 82. His son (age 22) will reign for five years, 
overthrowing the ancient Hawaiian taboo system and welcoming the first missionaries to Hawaii. 
The population of the Hawaiian Islands has fallen to 150,000 due to European and American 

diseases. 

In this country the key phrases are "financial distress and westward expansion". 
Rampant financial speculation, depreciation, and circulation of unsupported local banknotes 
have led to a financial panic and one of the worst economic depressions in the young country's 
history. 

The State of Maryland has imposed a tax on the Bank of the United States in an attempt 
to provide an advantage to local banks. The US Supreme Court rules that No state may 
impose a tax upon a Federally-appointed instrumentality". The ruling specifies "to permit this 
would convey the right for states to tax and thereby control the mail and the mint, thereby 
defeating all ends of the Government". 

The National Highway (aka "Cumberland Road") stretching from Baltimore to Wheeling, 
VA carries a torrent of thousands of immigrants who are unable to find property or satisfying 
jobs in the East. Over the next few decades the National Road will extend beyond the Great 
Lakes. 


The first boat to travel the Erie Canal makes its way to Utica. The canal is being dug by 
Yankee engineers and Irish immigrants. Laborers are paid three bits (37.5 cents) and a quart of 
whisky per day. They die by the thousands from malaria, pneumonia, and snakebite. 

The cities of Memphis and Minneapolis are founded on the Mississippi River. The 
Missouri River Expedition has commissioned five steamboats to explore the Missouri River. 
Three of the boats fail to get very far, but the Independence travels two hundred miles to 
Franklin. The Western Engineer, requiring a water-depth of only twenty inches and traveling at 
three miles per hour (a normal walking-speed), continues upstream to Council Bluffs. 

The University of Virginia is chartered at Charlottesville, three miles west of Thomas 
Jefferson’s Monticello. Classes will begin six years hence. 

After twenty-eight days of hearings and heated arguments, Congress votes to NOT 
censure Andrew Jackson for his "unauthorized campaign against the Spanish in Florida". 
Jackson had insulted the Spanish envoy with the advice "if you can't control it, get out of it". 
Two weeks later, Spain signs a treaty with the US whereby Spain cedes all of Florida to the US, 
endinq more than three hundred years of Spanish domination of Florida. 
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Alabama becomes the 22nd state, its constitution recognizes slavery and contains a Bili 
of Rights that applies to "all white men". This may be the first formal "good ole boy" provision 
within a US state constitution 

The state legislature of Massachusetts agrees to allow the District of Maine to separate 
and petition for statehood. 

The US mint in Philadelphia produces three million coins this year, most of them being 
half dollars and large cents. Fewer than 200,000 quarter dollars and half eagles complete the 
coinage of 1819. 

Oddities of this year include the half-eagle reverse with denomination "5D" engraved 
over "50". Evidently the engraver got into a rut after preparing so many half-dollar dies. Both 
half dollars and cents come with small and large date-punches and with an 1819/8 overdate. 

There are ten die-varieties of 1819 cents, none of them rare. This is a fabulous year for 
collectors wanting a lot of really obvious differences without going into a lot of money. Cents of 
1819 include an overdate, large and small dates, wide dates, close dates with stars very near 
and far from the date, two distinctive letter styles on the reverse, and two varieties from heavily 
rust-pitted dies. 

Collectors of "coiner's caviar" might also include an 1819 cent, as a small handful of 
Proof 1819 cents are known. The one-a-year collector will be happy with one of the several 
hundred Mint State examples of 1819, most of them being from the Randall Hoard. 

All of these factors - ready availability, nominal cost, wide variability, existence of 
superb examples, and the historical events of this year ™ make 1819 a really fascinating year to 
collect. 


***** ******** 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Denis Loring writes, 

This is one of the rare cases where we disagree, i think large coin shows will survive, and well 
they should. Yes, it's much harder to cherrypick, but that goes more to price. Whether or not 
that R7 in the dealer's case is attributed, you still have to be there to see it. Yes, there are more 
and larger auctions, but as you pointed out, they tend to surround major shows. The shows and 
the auctions become mutually reinforcing: the shows draw bidders to the sales, and all the 

underbidders (and those who would rather have a sure thing) have plenty of places to spend 
their money. And yes, you can buy over the internet, but as more and more of us are learning, 
there’s no substitute for seeing a coin "in the copper." Virtual reality, is still, well, virtual. 

The biggest reason these shows will and should survive, though, is the one you mention: "the 
camaraderie of your coin buddies." Interpersonal contact and shared adventures are 
fundamental to the human experience. There is no cyber-substitute for hanging out with friends, 
passing coins and stories back and forth in real time with real people. We were there - we 
know! 


* 


* 


-262 - 


Craig Hamling writes, 


I enjoyed Issue #21 1 of Penny-Wise quite a bit. The story about the discarded electrotypes 
was most interesting. 

I would also like to note that while I did not have an official exhibit in the exhibit area at the 
EAC 2002 convention, I DID have a display of the die states of 1831 N12 in my case on the 
show floor. I am pretty sure that Mike Packard saw that display and had it in mind when he 
wrote up his convention article. 


Evan Kopald (EAC #2750) writes, 

I recently went to my safety deposit box and went through a box of coins I call my 
"exonumia-pertaining-to-large-cent" box. In this red box, I have over the years placed some 
"store cards" from McCawley, Bowers, Terranova, and Betts Medal, and other similar 
material. I rarely open the box, and just recently reviewed the contents, and when I did I 
was in for a big surprise, which I would like to open to discussion among our members. 

In Dec. 1995, I began purchasing replicas from the Gallery Mint. Initially I stored them in 
the same fashion as my "regular" "real?" coins. I'd take them out of the hard plastic flips 
they come in, put them in a cotton holder that one may purchase from various large cent 
dealers, then put them in a paper flip, as we usually find large cents. On the outside of the 
paper flip, I would write the date, cost, and whatever information I desired to keep tract of 
my purchases. Then I'd put them in the red box. Just after attending ANA '02, I spent some 
time going through my stash at the bank and opened the red box to add a couple of items. I 
looked through all the early purchases from the Gallery Mint that were in the cotton holders 
and was really quite surprised that the bright shiny copper coins had toned. The colors are 
quite beautiful, soft reds, oranges, hints of blue. (A digression: after I had accumulated 
more of the Gallery Mint copper, I stopped storing them in anything else, but how they 
arrived in the hard plastic flips, and put them in my red box.) When I examined the coins in 
the original flips, the hard plastic ones, I could not find a single coin that had any toning! 

What is going on? My heart skipped a beat: what is happened to my regular collection, 
some of which are unc. and mostly red? I looked through some of my better pieces, and so 
far have not really noticed any changes, but, how can one remember how red a piece was 
when it was originally purchased, as they still appear unc., but are my coins slowly turning 
dark? Supposedly the cotton liners are sulfur free, aren't they? Keep in mind I live in the 
desert just outside of Palm Springs, which has very little humidity. I have only opened the 
red box infrequently over the last seven years, and really never bothered to look at the 
Gallery Mint coins. I am interested in opinions about my unscientific observations. 


* 


* 
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FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 


Maybe it was the heat on the east coast. Maybe it was the stock market. Maybe it was 
an epidemic of Copper Fever, but nobody on Region 8 seems to have taken a vacation. At 
least as evidenced by the fact that the usual summer slowdown in correspondence on Region 8 
did not transpire in 2002. Membership is now 313, up from 300 at the beginning of July. Ten of 
those new members joined in August. To join, just send an email to Region 8 chair, J. Mark 
Switzer, at dc181@olg.com. 

One issue over the past couple of months was that of which varieties are underrated or 
overrated. Your humble correspondent does not consider any half cent variety to be 
underrated, but that a few (small 5 and 6/stems; and especially the 1809 Cl, an R5- that prices 
like an R6) are overrated. David Palmer thinks the S58 and S60 are underrated if in decent 
condition. Tom Deck thinks S1 13 is overrated ans S11 is underrated. Gary Rosner and Stu 
Schier both suggested that 1825 Cl is underrated. Your humble correspondent agreed *hat it 
is scarce (as is the 1826 C2), but that neither is underrated, because there are enough 
collectable examples around that any collector can own a decent example. Chris McCawley 
sent an off the cuff comment on rarity and availability. Keep in mind that when the rarity was 
assigned to many rare varieties there were only a hundred or so active Early Copper collectors. 
Now we have over a thousand. When a R5+ variety is discovered it gets immediately reported. 
Not so for an R4 variety. Over the years the reported rarity may become closer. The difference 
in availability may remain the same. Good point, and it further supports the need for real, 
objective stud of these rarity values. 

Stu Schier asked for information on digital coin photography, repeating the request from 
Mark Hayes. Several responses followed. The most informative were from Jon Lusk and 
Craig Hamling. Both went into considerable detail (too extensive to repeat here, so how about 
an article for PAN, guys). Geoffrey Bard recommended scanning coins rather than 
photographing them. The most important things to remember are that the only difference 
between digital and film photography is the storage method. The same lighting, lenses, etc. are 
required for the highest-tech coin photography as for the ole fashioned way. 

Lloyd Hurt reported cherrypicking a 1794 C2b and several large cents. Nice job! 

Steve Carr reported on the ANA Summer Seminar he presented with Doug Bird. Glad 
to hear Doug is back. Tom Powell enjoyed the course. 

Ray Williams reported on a new book being published about the Massachusetts mint on 
September 1, its 350th anniversary (I believe that would be the tercentenary). C4 is publishing 
the book. 

EAC President Jon Warshawsky reported on a new ad hoc committee to revise the 
Bylaws of EAC. 

Dennis Patterson asked what happened to the 1/200 Survey. Sure enough, there was 
a form in the issue of P-W that arrived within days of his posting. Mike Packard noted this the 
next weekend. 

J. Mark Switzer posted a proposed set of rules to govern sale lot viewing in response to 
the recent disappearance of a large cent at EAC 2002. We presume these will be presented 
elsewhere in the pages of P-W . 
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Peter Koch, Ron Guth, John Mullen, Larry Gaye and Greg and Lisa Heim reported 
an enjoyable time at the ANA Convention in New York City. 

Greg and Lisa reported preliminary information about the 2003 Half Cent Happening to 
be held in Cincinnati. It appears we will have some blundered edge 1794s Should be 
interesting. 

The continuing issue of attracting / keeping new members received comment from Greg 
Heim, Larry Gaye and Scott Barrett. Ron and Ward Van Duzer recommend more general 
interest articles in PAN. Chuck Heck talked about the efforts of several EAC members in 
interesting young numismatists. John Henninger recommends using your EAC member 
number on numismatic correspondence. Marc McDonald recommends auctioning off 
memberships on eBay. Jeff Grosser is not worried. We are an elite group and those that have 
knowledge will gravitate to us. 

Additional discussion of EAC membership cards came from Bob Yuell, Marty Katz, 
Roxanne Himmelstein and Chip Cutcliff. 

Fred Iskra did an interesting analysis of many of the coins that were sold in the RSB III 
Sale and then slabbed and offered (at generally much higher grade and price) on Teletrade. 
Dan Demeo noted that while the coins that sold gave a large return, only a small minority sold, 
so the seller has a long way to go to turn a profit. 

Fred also found a previously undescribed die state of 1847 N7 on eBay. 

Jerry Sajbel reported on the coin collection at Notre Dame University. 

Mark Hayes would like EAC to develop a logo. 

Jim McAvoy commented on Thomas Kays' P-W article in which he suggested that a 
cache of corroded coins represented a counterfeiting site. Jim thinks they may be real coins 
that corroded. He suggests that they delaminated because the green patina on the surface 
protected the surface, so they corroded from the inside out. Either way, the story is very 
interesting, and I hope Jim will write this up for P-W . 

Finally, on the entertainment front, Bill Maryott reported on a slabbed 1794 large cent on eBay 
with a lengthy, and in our opinion very funny and entertaining, discussion of how EAC'ers would 
view the coin. The dealer was including a copy of Penny Whimsy with the lot and suggested 
that the purchaser read it. It was definitely an irreverent view of EAC'ers (the coin was PCGS 
EF40 PQ, not EAC AG3, etc.) but we all need to be able to laugh at ourselves. 

As Mark Switzer would say, have a great two months and send him some email 
(dc181@olg.com). 

Editor's Note : It is with regret that I accept Bill Eckberg's resignation from editing this regular 

summary of EAC Internet activity. Personal obligations no longer allow him adequate time to do 
the job. I deeply appreciate his dedication to the task over the last several years. 

Now , who is willing to step forward in his place? And, in addition, can I expect to hear 
from those of you whom Bill has suggested as having worthwhile writeups for P-W 

************* 
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Mr. Bill Eckberg 
P.O. Box 25181 
Alexandria, VA 22604 


31 July 2002 


Dear Mr. Eckberg: 

This is a note of appreciation for your column From the 
Internet in the July issue of P-W. I was especially taken with 
Mr. Jeschke's letter. You are quite right; his perspective is 
not the usual numismatic party line. It is, however, 
provocative. I find it difficult to argue with what he has to 
say regarding both membership and collection of low-grade stuff. 

In my salad days of collecting forty to fifty years ago I 
concentrated on the highest grade I could find and afford. I did 
so primarily for the purpose of limiting the discussion at a time 
of future sale to one of price, uncomplicated by endless 
differences over condition. It seems I was anticipating a common 
rationale for the later "slabbing" of coins. Looking back at my 
fond (and delusory) hopes I can only shake my head in rueful 
wonder . 

I was not a complete naif, however. It turned out I really 
collected for three reasons, one of which was history, (hence the 
resonance of Mr. Jeschke's historical bent). The other two were 
art (each piece a work in miniature), and economics (for a 
striking lesson in the economic fortunes of a country look at the 
coinage of Mexico over the past century - the declension in size, 
fineness, and alloy tells it all). Really, however, my main 
interest has always been the historical setting of the coin. I 
have to be careful here though; I don't want to find myself 
sounding like a dealer romanticizing a coin he has for sale. 

I'm reminded of a conversation I had forty-some years ago 
with the late Jerry Cohen, an associate of the late Abner 
Kreisberg. One of Kreisberg's colorful big auction catalogues 
had just come out and Jerry asked me how I liked it. I told him 
it was comprehensive and informative. He pressed me about one 
lot, a coin in a series in which I had some interest. I 
laughingly told him that it was a beauty but was bound to be 
overgraded. He took exception and asked how I could say such a 
thing. I replied that, for me, the lot illustrated an iron law 
of numismatics. Whenever the description of a coin and its 
provenance included the sentence, "Oh, if this coin could speak, 
what a story it would tell", it was overgraded. The dealer was 
selling romance instead of grade. 
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Jerry didn't think it was as funny as I did. 

An appreciation of history reminds me that coins, like 
everything else, including living things, don't just appear out 
of the blue, they have a past. They spring out of historical 
antecedents, which render the object more interesting the more we 
know. 


In any case Mr. Jeschke's letter is a thought-provoking 
piece of work, a testimony to P-W and its editors. 


Yours very truly. 




Wayne G. Slife EAC16 
8240 Pompano Street 
Navarre, Florida 32566 


copy: Harry Salyards, M.D. 

606 North Minnesota Avenue 
Hastings, Nebraska 68901 


************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
November 2002, issue is October 31, 2002. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901 . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no part shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or 

terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 
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What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 

can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for 
checking. Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book": Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published 
since Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is 
what I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 

and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See 'The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


************* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It's a series of early coppers that weaves one through the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner , the world's most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************* 


CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 
Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) $240.00 postpaid 

Volume I not available separately; Volume II only $ 85.00 postpaid 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 $ 65.00 postpaid 
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EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's: British tokens and books about them. We 

publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320)685-3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: davcoin@aol.com 

************* 


RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793 - 1857" 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1 999 EAC Literary Award and 
the 1999 NLG "Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and 
updated information on all business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse 
descriptions are provided for each die state. Also included are over 250 plated die states, 
emission sequence revision, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data for each variety, references 
to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3-inch 
diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00 postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 PO Box 46135 Seattle, WA 98146 

BmcKivor@iuno.com or CoDPerman@ThecoDDercorner.com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder" tokens, Evasions, 
19th Century tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACer's receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE - www.Thecoppercorner.com. 

************* 


HARRY RESCIGNO, EAC #983 PO Box 41 5 Newfoundland, NJ 07435 

Free list e-mailed upon request. 

Auction catalogues for sale: $3.00 P&H E-Mail: rescigs@nji.com 


Merkin: Helfenstein LC's. 8/64. 332 lots. Fine. PRL. 

Stack's Floyd Starr LC's. 6/84. 893 lots. Near new. PRL. 

Stack's Herman Halperin LC's. 3/88. 774 lots. Very fine. 

Stack's Tad Large Cents. 2/76. 199 lots. Very fine. 

Superior: Wyatt LC's. 10/85. 750 lots of LC's. Fine. PRL. 

Superior: Thomas Chalkey LC's. 1/90. Over 1000 LC's. Very fine. 

Superior: Lee Kuntz LC's. 10/91. 1200 LC's. Very fine. 


$15 

$25 

$25 

$15 

$15 

$20 

$15 


************** 
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GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 


1729 Terrace Drive 


Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1773 VIRGINIA HALF PENNY - Newman 23-R 

Nice VG/F. "Period" variety. Medium brown, smooth glossy surfaces. Centered strike with 
a few minor rim bumps. $85.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 


GENE ANDERSON, EAC #4718 PO Box 9037 Paris, Texas 75461 

genea@1starnet.com 


Wanted for my personal collection. 

Dr. G. G. Wilkins counter stamped coins/tokens. Especially interested in those Wilkins 
coins/tokens with a second counter stamp. 

EAC membership token. 

R. E. Bynum saloon token. 

Any EAC counterstamped coin/token issued to an attendee of an EAC convention such as 
"EAC 69" tokens made by Tom Wolf in Miami. 

************* 


DENIS W. LORING, EAC #1 1 Box 321 1 5 Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33420 

dwloring @aol.com 

Mint condition hardbound copies of the three great Superior cent sales of the late 20th century: 
Robbie Brown I, Jack Robinson, Robbie Brown II. $135 for all three, postpaid. 

************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 PO Box 390001 


Omaha, NE 68139 
(402) 895-305 


1800 

C#1 

R1 

AU50+ 

$1400 

1800 

S-202 

R4+ 

G6+ 

575 

1839 

N8 

R1 

AU50+ 

475 


Send name and address to receive free 
and coins are being added weekly. Visit: 


Brown with choice, frosty surfaces. Tiny, vertical 
mark hidden in hair behind curl on neck. Some very 
minor circ. marks. State 4.0. Sharpness AU55. A+ 
Medium brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Some 
very minor obv. hairlines that take a glass to see. LDS, 
with massive obv. die failure. Sharpness VG7. A++ 
Head of 1840. Brown with some lighter brown toning 
spots. Choice surfaces. Some very minor circ. marks. A+ 
price lists. My web site is now operational. Pictures 
www.EarlyCoppers.com 


************* 
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HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 PO Box 201 8 


Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 979-1942 


1826/5 N-8 PCGS AU-55/EAC45 Scarce EDS Superior 2/01 : 2386 $1950 

1830 N-6 EACVF-35 Sharpness of AU, Retoned, Superior 2/01:241 1 2900 

1838 N-14 LDS Large Cud PCI FN-12/EAC10 Superior 2/01 : 2450 7 known 1500 

1838 N-16 R5 PCGS VF-30/EAC30 CC7 Superior 2/01 :2452 1000 

1839/6 N-1 MDS Die break to nose ANACS F-15 1 100 

1839 N-1 2 MDS Die break to nose PCGS XF-40/35 Ex Bird, England Superior 2/01 , 

lot 2461 , lower CC, amazing example of a treasured variety 2500 

Postage, any order, $5.00 


************* 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 Box 570 Wilbraham, MA 01095 

e-mail: Setcoin@mail.com 

Large Cents for sale. All are average to choice. 

Write for complete descriptions and prices on any interested pieces: 

1840 1845 1847 1850 1851 1851 


N3 

XF 

N5 

VF 

N2 

VG+ 


1841 

N13 

XF 

N3 

F 

N5 

F,VF 


1846 

N5 

VG+<2) 


1842 

N1 

VF 

N6 

VG 

N1 

VF 

N4 

F 

N19 

F 

N2 

VF(2) 

N5 

VF 

N38 

VF 


1844 

N10 

VG 


1849 

N1 

VG 

N18 

VG,XF 

N6 

VF 

N5 

VG 

N19 

F 

N7 

F 


****** 


N2 

F 

N4 

F 

N29 

F 

N3 

VF 

N7 

VG 

N31 

F 

N6 

F(2) 

N14 

F,VF 

N38 

VF 

N13 

F 

N17 

F 



N15 

F 

N22 

VG 



N22 

VF 

N24 

VF 


1855 



N25 

VF 

N1 

VF 



N27 

VF 

N5 

VF(2) 


ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1007 Savannah Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

email: rzavos@hotmail.com 


1975 New York EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; Connecticut Collection; xprl $40 


1976 Washington EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; fine; prl $15 

Annual EAC Sales; 1987 thru 1999 $3 each 

Bowers: John W. Adams Collection; FPL of 1794 cents; fine $20 

Kagins: Philip Van Cleave Collection; 1/30 - 2/1/1986; fine ; xprl $15 

Superior. Century Collection; Feb 2-4, 1992; new $15 

Superior: Dennis Mendelson; Jan. 3, 4, 5, 1991; prl; new $15 

Superior: G. Lee Kuntz Collection; Oct. 6-8, 1991; prl; new $20 

Superior: Wes Rasmussen Sale; prl; Feb 8-19, 1998; new $15 

Superior: J. R. Frankenfield Collection; new ; Feb. 17, 2001 $25 

prl = prices realized, x = copy; media mail/book rate ship at cost 


************* 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets box 1000 $7.00 pkg of 250 $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings $34.00 

Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown 

Pkg of 100 $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 send SASE for sample 

Cotton Liners 1 00 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

Fit Inside Standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample $25.00 pkg of 1 00 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 

Best glass on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
Extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $44.00 each with cord 

Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37 pgs 

Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write 

Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - You must give a 
street address. 


************** 


EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

Stacks: Milton Holmes, October 1960, VF $ 4 

Stacks: Americana January 2000 offering 283 diff. Connecticutts, VF $ 18 

Kolbe: Dennis Mendelson library, October 1992, VF $ 8 

Sheldon Penny Whimsy Durst edition 1990, VF+ $ 25 

3 EAC Sales: 1979 Cocoa Beach, 1985 Chicago, 1987 Dallas $ 6 

6 Consecutive EAC Sales 1 995 - 2000 $ 8 

Stacks: Milton Holmes, October 1990, VG $ 4 

Shipping $4 per order. 


************* 
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ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 


I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This service 
includes the variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the 
sharpness and net grade. The information is recorded on a personalized 2x2 card that 
accompanies each coin. Price for the service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No 
quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

New book available: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840-1857 is 
ready for delivery. Every known die variety and die state of 1840-1857 large cents is 
fully described, with additional rarity information for rare die states. Deluxe hardbound, 
464 pages, over 100 photographs. Price is $100 postpaid. Autographed on request. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO BOX 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 


RON GUTH, EAC #444 P.O. Box 900 La Jolla, CA 92038 

ron@coinfacts.com 

For FREE information about U.S. Copper Coins (including Colonials, Half Cents, and Large 
Cents) please visit the CoinFacts website at www.coinfacts.com. Our goal (lofty as it may 
seem) is to illustrate and describe every known variety of every U.S. coin. Use the site as a 
FREE resource and if you have images or information to contribute, I’d love to hear from you. 


Phil Flanagan PO Bo? 1288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

EAC #425 CTCC #9 3 .t1an@verizon.net 1-360-240-8366 

BRITISH TOKENS is my specialty and has been since about 1970 with my first token 
purchases made in 1963. They fasc nated me even before the Dalton & Hamer book was 
reprinted the first time by Seaby in 1967. And, the best part, they were and are cheaper 
and similarly fascinating as our large and half cents — even colonials! Many 
Uncirculateds can be had for $25 o ' $30! ! I’ve expanded into 1 7 th and 19 th century 
English tokens as well as evasions, unofficial farthings and BOOKS! I issue several free 
lists a year with HUNDREDS of to kens. Just Email or call or write me. I have a 21 day 
return policy for any or no reason! so, no risk— take a look! Even a layaway plan for 
those that want it. Try a little beginner’s group of these to fit your pocket book! 
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Coppers to the Forefront in 
Bowers and Merena G alleries ’ 

November Sale! 


We are pleased to invite the members of Early American Coppers to participate in our 
November auction event, featuring the collections of the late Russell J. Logan and Gilbert 
Steinberg. Logan’s collection, while predominately silver coins, will be a landmark offering 
of die varieties of Capped Bust coinage. Steinberg’s name is well known to aficionados of 
early American tokens, and Steinberg’s collection of Hard Times tokens includes many 
rarities and pieces in excellent preservation. Students of colonial coins will be interested in 
a superb collection of Vermont coppers from an old-time New England holding, along 
with other rarities including a newly discovered VF specimen of the New Yorke in America 
token. Many superb half cents and large cents will also be sold, including desirable speci- 
mens of popular issues such as a 1793 half cent from the Jay Roe Collection, multiple 1 793 
Chain and Wreath cents in various grades, important Proof issues, and more. To obtain a 
catalogue or to find out how to include your coins in upcoming Bowers and Merena sales, 
call 800-458-4646 or see us online at www.bowersandmerena.com. 








Famous 1797 
Wreath Cent Badge 



Choice (1832) Low-1 Hard Times Token (photo enlarged) 
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BEVERLY HILLS 


A VERY SPECIAL OFFERING OF CLASSIC CATALOGUES , INCLUDING 
THE JUST PUBLISHED ROBINSON S. BROWN, JR. SALE - JUNE 2002 
AND OTHER IMPORTANT EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINAGE 



Catalogue 

Softbound 

Hardbound 

1 

Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Ill - June 2002 

15.00 

65.00 

2 

Die Varieties of US Large Cents 1840-1857 by John R. Grellman, Jr. 


100.00 

Additional Vintage Catalogues Available 

3 

J.R. Frankenfield Sale - Februrary 2001 


65.00 

4 

C. Douglas Smith Collection - June 2000 

15.00 


5 

March Wells Collection - February 2000 

15.00 


6 

Dr Juan Suros Collection - February 1999 

15.00 


7 

Wes Rasmussen Collection - Februarv 1998 

15.00 


8 

Robinson S Brown, Jr. Large Cent Sale - January' 1996 

15.00 


9 

Cohen Half Collection -February' 1999 

20.00 

75.00 

10 

Kuntz Collection - October 1991 

15.00 

65.00 

11 

Dennis Mendelson Sale - February 1991 

15.00 

65.00 

12 

Thomas Chalkley Collection - January 1990 

15.00 

65.00 

13 

Jack H. Robinson Sale - January' 1989*** 

25.00 

75.00*** 

14 

Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Sale - September 1986 

25.00 

75.00 


*** A Super Deluxe Edition of the Jack H. Robinson - January 1989 catalogue is available for $200.00*** 

If you are interested in a catalogue for a sale not listed, please inquire about availability. 



Fo order your catalogue, please complete the order form below and either fax or mail it to: 

Superior Galleries, Inc. 

9478 West Olympic Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Phone 800-421-0754 
Fax 310.203.0496 

Name: 

Address: 


StlS'F-UOR CkufRIFS 


City, State, Zip_ 


Method of Payment: Credit: Card or Check 
Credit Card: Account Number f- X p_ 



Item 

# 

Catalogue 

Quantity 

Unit Price 

Extension 





























Sub-total 



To orders shipped within California, please add 8.25% sales tax 

Tax 



Total (Price includes shipping and handling.) 
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Now Available 

THE ALL NEW EDITION OF 
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byJ.R- Grellman, Jr. 
of text fully illustrated, over 
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Chris Victor-McCawley P.O. Box 2967 Edmond, OK 73083 405-341-2213 

LARGE CENTS BY DATE 


The following coins are offered by date. These coins are strictly graded by EAC standards. These 
are nice coins you will be proud to put in your collection. We have all coins in stock as of this writing. But 
we do occasionally run out of the most popular dates; second choices are appreciated. Please visit our 
website at www.uscents.com for many more Large Cents, Half Cents, and Colonial coins. 


DATE 

G/VG 

F 

VF 

EF 

1816 

25 

50 

95 

300 

1817 

18 

50 

95 

200 

1818 

18 

50 

95 

200 

1819 

18 

50 

95 

250 

1820 

18 

50 

125 

250 

1820/19 

25 

75 

175 

300 

1821 

50 

175 

600 


1822 

20 

50 

85 

200 

1823 

75 

275 

850 


1824 

25 

65 

225 

550 

1825 

25 

75 

225 

500 

1826 

16 

50 

90 

200 

1827 

16 

50 

90 

200 

1828 

16 

50 

125 

200 

1829 

18 

75 

150 

300 

1830 

16 

50 

85 

200 

1831 

16 

40 

65 

150 

1832 

16 

50 

95 

200 

1833 

16 

40 

75 

175 

1834 

16 

40 

75 

150 

1835 

16 

40 

75 

150 

1836 

16 

40 

75 

175 

1837 

16 

30 

50 

125 

1838 

16 

30 

50 

125 

1839 

18 

45 

85 

200 

DATE 

VG 

F 

VF 

EF 

1840 

20 

35 

65 

175 

1841 

20 

35 

75 

250 

1842 

20 

35 

50 

175 

1843 

20 

35 

50 

175 

1844 

20 

35 

75 

175 

1845 

15 

25 

45 

90 

1846 

15 

25 

45 

90 

1847 

15 

25 

45 

90 

1848 

15 

25 

45 

90 

1849 

20 

25 

60 

200 

1850 

15 

25 

35 

65 

1851 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1852 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1853 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1854 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1855 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1856 

15 

20 

35 

75 

1857 



95 

145 


PLEASE ADD $2.00 POSTAGE WE ARE ALWAYS BUYING 

1 4 DAY RETURN PRIVILEGE WE ALSO ACCEPT VISA/MASTERCARD 
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Give him/her a 

%*E<%Y S<PECIA£ GIFT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 




